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Mission Statement
The United Doberman Club or UDC http://
www.uniteddobermanclub.com is made up of 
Doberman enthusiasts dedicated to preserving 
and protecting the Doberman and its heritage as a 
working dog. UDC is advancing the interests of the 
breed by educating members about working ability, 
conformation, temperament, health, breeding, 
training and maintenance of the total Doberman, 
sound in mind and body. The UDC encourages its 
members to participate in a variety of activities for 
which the Doberman is suited, including Agility, 
Conformation, Drill Team, Guide Dog, Obedience, 
Ring Sports, IPO, Search & Rescue and Therapy.
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either editorially or in advertising copy, are those 
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endorsement by the United Doberman Club. 
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Deadlines Ads and Articles Publication
1st Qtr. April 11th May 16th
2nd Qtr June 27th August 1st 

3rd Qtr August 15th Sept 19th
4th Qtr September 15th December 1st

UDC Advertising Policies
UDC FOCUS offers complete ad design facilities for you. All 
advertising is subject to the editor’s approval before publication. 
Send all advertising materials to Dog Show Art, UDC FOCUS, 
571 Blue Star Court, Traverse City, MI 49685.

No advertising layout will commence until the UDC 
Treasurer receives and verifies the payment in full. US Funds 
Only. Ads cannot be canceled after the deadline. No refunds 
for published advertisements. MasterCard and Visa accepted.

Pay by check or money order payable to UDC, mailed to: 
Treasurer, United Doberman Club, 2800 Perry Lane,  
Austin, TX 78731

Please mark UDC FOCUS AD and INDICATE THE  
MAGAZINE QUARTER on the memo line of your check OR 
Pay by credit/debit card or bank draft using PAYPAL. To en-
sure credit for your payment, please make sure to indicate “UDC 
FOCUS AD” and INDICATE THE MAGAZINE QUARTER in the 
comments section of your electronic payment!

UDC FOCUS Ad Sizes & Rates 
Electronic UDC FOCUS Ad Sizes & Rates (1st-3rd Qtr)
All Prices are for CAMERA READY ADVERTISING PER  
PUBLISHER’S SPECIFICATIONS. Additional layout charges 
may apply.

UDC FOCUS PAGE TRIM SIzE IS 81/2” x 11”
Bleed ads must include a ⅛” bleed on all 4 sides.

Fourth Quarter Printed Yearbook (4th Qtr)
Cover positions will be selected by RANDOM drawing of all 
advertisers who have paid a non-refundable cover reservation 
deposit of $25.00. The reservation window will be announced 
via UDC-OFFICIAL, via the 3rd Quarter Electronic FOCUS, 
and in a first class mailing to our members. Payment for cover 
positions must be received by the UDC Treasurer within 10 
business days of selection, or selection will move to the next 
person in draw order until all cover positions are paid.

COLOR ADVERTISING Electronic Printed 
 UDC Focus Yearbook  
 (1st-3rd Qtr) (4th Qtr)
Front Cover Designed by Dog Show Art. .....$125 ................. $250  
(Full Page Only)—Includes up to ½ page  
bio with 1 b&w photo on inside pages

Back Cover (Full Page Only) ....................$100 ............... $200
(8¾ W x 9¼ H with bleeds)
(7½ W x 8½ H without bleeds)

Inside Front Cover (Full Page Only) ........$100 ............... $175
(8¾ W x 11¼ H with bleeds)
(7½ W x 9¾ H without bleeds)

Inside Back Cover (Full Page Only) .........$100 ............... $175
(8¾ W x 11¼ H with bleeds)
(7½ W x 9¾ H without bleeds)

Inside Color Page (7½ W x 9¾ H)  ............. $75 ............... $145

BLACK & WHITE ADVERTISING 
(INSIDE POSITIONS ONLY) Electronic Printed
Full Page (7½W x 9¾ H) ............................ $45 ..................$80
Half Page (7½W x 4¾ H) ...........................  $35 ..................$50
Quarter Page (3½ W x 4¾ H)  .................... $25 ..................$35
Business Card Ad (3½ W x 2 H, No Photo)  ... $15 ....................$20
DESIGN AND LAYOUT
BLACK & WHITE and COLOR
Full Page (7½W x 9¾ H)  .....................................................$40
Half Page (7½W x 4¾ H)  ....................................................$30
Quarter Page (3½ W x 4¾ H)  .............................................$20
Business Card Ad (3½ W x 2 H, No Photo)  .......................$10
Each Photo ...........................................................................$10

UDC FOCUS Advertising Guidelines
COLOR REQUIREMENTS fOR CAMERA READY ADS
• All color ads must be set up in Cyan-Magenta-Yellow-Black 

(CMYK)* values.
• Change any Pantone colors to CMYK*.
*NOTE: If file is not set at CMYK values, the ad will run in black 
and white. Electronic files are preferred. Please refer to Digital 
Specifications.

DIGITAL fILE SPECIfICATIONS fOR CAMERA READY ADS
• Supply ads as Adobe Acrobat PDF or PhotoShop JPG.
• Artwork and photos must be placed in the file at 100%, 300dpi.
• ALL FONTS MUST BE EMBEDDED.
• Dog Show Art cannot be held responsible for files that have 

been formatted incorrectly.

PHOTOGRAPHS fOR ADS DESIGNED BY DOG SHOW ART
• Digital photos should be sent without editing. Do not crop, re-

size or resave to a larger resolution in a photo-editing program. 
• Do not change color photo scans to grayscale. Send as color.
• Scanned photos should be at 100%, 300 dpi, tiff or jpeg.
• Do not write on the back of the photo itself; tape to the back 

of the photo the name of the dog plus your name and address. 
Article photos should be assigned a numeric title with corre-
sponding text as typed copy identifying subjects of photo.

• When mailing photos, mark the outside of envelope “Photos 
—Do Not Bend.”

All photographs must be of good quality. To receive your photo 
back after being printed, you must enclose a return address; 
otherwise all photos will be kept on file at Dog Show Art.

COPY fOR ADS DESIGNED BY DOG SHOW ART
• Please provide ad copy electronically (via e-mail), (do not use 

all capital letters!) clearly indicating what you want in the ad, 
include the correct spelling of names, and state the size of ad 
you would like.

PHOTOGRAPHS fOR ARTICLES
•	 Follow	Photographs	for	Ads	specifications	above.

Dog Show Art cannot be held responsible for any errors caused 
by missing or incorrect files or information. If there are any 
questions, please call us at (231) 943-4626.

Advertise in FOCUS
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Message from the President

The board of directors has been debating a revision of the con-
formation rules for some time now. Peripheral to this discus-
sion has been the possibility of changing the standard used in 
our shows to the FCI standard as is used by many other AWDF 
breed clubs. These issues are really just a consequence of differ-
ing views of the mission of our club, UDC. One faction of the 
board views us as the “working arm” of the DPCA and another 
views us as an European style club that promotes working and 
conformation as is common in European registries. The board 
reached a consensus earlier this year that we would NOT adopt 
the FCI show structure but would take some aspects that meet 
our needs as the present board views them, with a significant 
minority disagreeing. 

The incident that stimulated the founding of UDC initially 
was the AKC prohibition of working trials at DPCA. The 
founders, upon further consideration, realized that UDC 
could meet other needs that were not emphasized or even 
available within the AKC affiliated club. The total Doberman 
concept meant more than just working trials. A brief survey 
of the reasons that member of the board joined UDC indi-
cates that a significant number did so BECAUSE of the total 
Doberman concept. They participate seriously in conforma-
tion, agility, obedience, SAR, and not the least, IPO. 

I still like best Vic Monteleon’s priorities of health, tempera-
ment and breed type. We noted that there was need for 
education on what is breed type so we adopted the European 
critique system so that owners and audience would better 
understand what aspects of the breed type structure of exhib-
ited dogs met the ideal expressed in the standard. Because we 
wanted to emphasize how closely dogs met the standard rath-
er than who was the most beautiful specimen in an event, we 
made it possible to award multiple CC’s in UDC conformation 
events. The competition was to be with the standard not 
with the other dogs in the event (with the minor exception 
of “best of” type awards). We instituted temperament testing 
for conformation exhibitors and made passing it mandatory 
to receive CC’s and ultimately a UDC CH . In addition to the 
three CC’s ,we required at least a performance title for the 
UDC CH title making a UDC CH title more like a DPCA ROM. 
We developed a database that recorded health tests and a 
variety of performance titles. We developed a breed survey 
that put health testing on an equal level with temperament 
and conformation. We emphasized our support of SAR and 
other service dogs by instituting special recognition for these 
dogs that did real work. We added an obedience program as 
a hybrid of UKC and AKC exercises and did not reduce the 
jump dimensions emphasizing the athleticism of our breed. 
For these reasons, I at least, reject the argument that we 
have to conform to any other registries’ system. We serve the 
needs of OUR members and while in some respects this may 
conform to the system of other registries, it will still reflect 
our particular needs. Except for our working titles that are 
both FCI and AKC recognized, I do not believe it is realistic to 

think that changing our rules or our standard would lead to 
recognition of any other of our programs by other registries. 
We could get AKC recognition only by becoming a DPCA club. 
What then would happen to our popular critique system? 

We exist to meet the needs of those who subscribe to the to-
tal Doberman concept and it seems that in some respects we 
are not meeting the needs of our members. Later this year, 
we will send all members a survey.  There are a number of 
issues that need more formal member feedback than we are 
getting on our email list, UDC-OFFICIAL. Should we adopt 
the FCI standard? Do we need to produce and mail hard 
copies of items that are member benefits? This includes our 
magazine and member’s directory. 

The survey is being prepared by Laura Hulke and Linda 
Lindic. VOTE!

At this point, I will inject my personal view of my role in 
UDC. I always abstain from voting on board measures unless 
this is needed to break a tie. However, the role of a leader is 
partly to provide a view of our mission and the long para-
graph above is mine. We really have accomplished a lot of our 
goals. However, I am a true democrat and if I believed that 
the majority of UDC members had a different view I would 
abide by it. VOTE in the survey.

Linda Kurz 
UDC President 
UDC Administrator of Records 
Chair, UDC Health Committee  

Message from the Editor
Dear UDC Members,

This will be the second electronic version of the UDC Focus! 
This format will be used for the 2nd and 3rd Qtr issues as well. 
The 4th Qtr. issue will remain our printed yearbook issue.

A new Focus committee has been formed to assist in obtain-
ing material and to oversee that material is being sent to 
me by the due date. The Focus Committee consists of Linda 
Lindic and Laura Hulke Co-chairs, Beth Bishop, Irina Sasu, 
Traci Mulligan, and Bonnie Guzman.

Take advantage of the new low affordable rates and advertise! 
The new rates can be found in this issue on the ‘Advertise in 
FOCUS’ page.

Always take time to give your best friend a hug,

Bunnie   
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 It’s All About You & Your Dog is a new section in the FOCUS that will give you the opportunity to 
publicize the recent accomplishments of you and your dog.  All you have to do is email Linda Lindic at 
pllindic@roadrunner.com with your accomplishments for the next quarter (April 1st to June 30th).  There 
will be no-charge to you for having this information published in the FOCUS.   This is one of the 
advantages of your UDC membership.   We will recognize any title you have earned at any recognized 
canine organization.   This is all about you and your dog! 

Accomplishments earned January 1 to March 31, 2011 

 

Marie Miller & “Basia” Incredible Chanel CGC, 
ATT, WAC, SchH 2 
New  - SchH 2 -   Scores 95-90-90P 
 
Larry Kye & “Deacon” Deacon Vom Landgraf  
WAC, ATT, VPG a, SchH 2 
High Protection Two Trials ( Scores  90, 94 ) 
SchH 2 High in Trial ( Arkansas Schutzhund Club 
Trial ) 
New  - SchH 2  - Scores 82-81-86 
 
Chris Rasmussen & “Quinna” Quinna vom 
Aurachgrund, BH 
New  - OB1, TR1 -   Scores 90, 93 

Leslie Carpenter & “Penny” Morgana’s 
Irresistible Treasure, WAC, BH 
New - BH 
 
Victoria Hall & "Vesna", Intl. Ch Vicaral's 
Vesna iz Gratsiano, CGC, BH, TR1, SchH 3. 
New  -  SchH 2 (Arizona Schutzhund Club-Jan) 
New  -  SchH 3 (SW Regional Championship 
trial-March).  Vesna just turned 3 yrs old. 
and normal Echo in Feb 2011 
and DCM PDK4 clear 
vWD clear, OFA hips good. 
 
 

 

Terri Clary & “Jet!!!!” UDC CH. Ha'Ra's Boeing 
v. Wustensturm, SchH1, IPO3, MR1, FRBrevet, 
PSA-PDC, UDC BST-E1A, WAC, CGC 
New - Placed 3rd in Mondio 1 Division at the 
United States  Mondio Ring Association National 
Competition. Jet!!! was also High Scoring 
Alternate Breed and High Scoring Female. 

 
 

 

Christopher Franke & “Jazzy”  Wittrock’s 
Jazzzzzelle CD, RN, CGC 
Certified 3/25/11 under AKC Tracking Judge 
Sally Diess, following a 500 yard track; with 4 
corners; one article at the starting point, and 
successfully finding the final article at the end. 

 
 Terry Jarka & “Ryun” UDC Ch BJF Run Like 
The Wind V Kansa RN, NA, OAJ, OAC, WV-O, 
OJC, TG-O, TN-N, WAC, ATT 
New  - NADAC Open Jumpers title on 
1/30/2011 and NADAC Open Touch & Go title 
on 1/28/2011 
 
Laura Hulke & "Ava" U-CH Tri-Star's Avalon 
Sunset AX, MXJ, OF, WAC, VCX, CGC 
New  - Agility Titles: MXJ & OF 
 
Beth Bishop & “Mia”,  CA, UAgI, URO1 Cara's 
Put Me in Coach! WAC, RL1, CWSR, CWZR1, 
CWOB1, CL1, CL2-R, CL2-F 
New - Agility titles:  CPE (Canine Performance 
Events). Level 1 Strategy (CL1-S) March 26 and 
Level 2 regular (CL2-R) March 27 

 
Bonnie Wittrock & “Psycho” Wittrock's 
Psychedelic Flashback, CD 
New AKC Companion Dog CD    3 High In Trials 
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 (continued) 
 
Tamara Champagne & “Ike” Morgana's 
Ignited BH, AD, CD, RN 
New CKC Companion Dog and Rally Novice 
titles March 25, 2011. 
 

 
Rhapsody Dobermans  
 
Rhapsody Dobermans  
UKC/Intl CH Rhapsody's Irish Eyes are Smiling 
"Rosie", CA, CGC  
New -  Coursing Ability title CA  
 
UKC CH Rhapsody's Infinity &  Jelly D's "Jelly", 
 RA, CD, CGC, CA  
New -  Coursing Ability title CA  
 
 

 
 
Irina Sasu & "Gentry" UKC/Intl CH 
Rhapsody's Brand New Day, CGC 
New  - Went Winners Dog in February. 
 
Rhapsody Dobermans UKC CH. Rhapsody's 
Love Me Do "Nalah"  
New - earned her UKC championship with a 
Group 1 from the classes. 
 
Rhapsody Dobermans UKC CH. Rhapsody's 
Raise the Red Lantern  
New - earned her UKC Grand Championship. 
 
Carol Maxwell and "Roca" Beck's Miss Kitty 
New – Earned her first AKC point!  Went 
Winners Bitch in from 9-12 Puppy Bitch Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bonnie Bailey and "Saga" CH Jesaran's Guess 
Who's Coming to Dinner, 
New - AKC Champion - Second American-bred 
female, behind her mother CH Jesaran's Which 
Witch WAC, to earn an AKC Championship with 
natural ears, and the first to finish with a Best of 
Breed from the classes 
 

 
 
 

Birthday wishes go out the 
following Veterans who 
celebrated a double-digit 

Birthday! 
 
Bonnie Wittrock & 
“ZZZZZaaron” 
Int/Can/BISS UDC 
CH WITTROCK'S 
ZZZZZAARON 
CD,ATT,B,AD,T2,CGC
,VCX,LC,WAC,  
SCH III,ROMC 
 
UDC Best in Show 
National when you 

were 9 ½ - AKC Best Opposite Doberman 
Specialty when you were 11 years - Many AKC 
High In Trials in Obedience - Schutzhund III 
pronounced  and so many other 
accomplishments I can't keep track. 
12 Years Old on March 27th!   
 
Chris Rasmussen & “Arras”  Arras von 
Moeller Hof, SchH III, IPO III, RH1, U-CD, AFFB 
SG1A 
Owned and bred by Chris Rasmussen, 11 years 
young on January 12, 2011! 
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The IPO Fall Classic
RESULTS:

BH 
Linda Ambroz with Charisma’s Copper Cash 
- Fail 
Linda Kurz with Egis von Kollund Kro - pull 
Marsha Sheppard with Lemils Amidala V Legacy 
- Pass 
Brandi Williams with Masaya’s Adrenaline Rush - 
Pass

OB1  
David Stroff with Sandlewood Sting of the Viper - 
47M 
Janet Smith with Legard’s Batman - Pull 

IPO1 
Pam Burns with Blue Chip Reign of Terror A:78 B:88 C:92 
258G TSB: A HIT, HOT, HOB, HPR, HTR  
Tamarya Rush with Habrina Habriel Iz Zoofrey – A:0  B:62  
C:96  158 M TSB: A

IPO2 
Victoria Hall with Vicaral’s Vesna iz Gratsiano - Pull

IPO3 
Brandi Williams with Swift Run’s Volcan Masaya  A:72  B: 88  
C:89  249G TSB:A

The event began informally Wednesday, for practice at the 
trial field. Due to the helper’s work schedules and fairness 
considerations, the trial helpers were not available for prac-
tice. Art and Jill Graves had come to the National to help with 
the trial and, thankfully Art, who said many times, “I’m not 
a helper “, helped work the dogs. Although the convention 
center had fenced off a huge area for the trial, problems were 
discovered at this point. There were two trees in the field and 
one was really huge. One of the B exhibitors mentioned (cyni-
cally?) it gave a more natural look to the field. Also there were 
2 large drains with iron grates to contend with. We had the 
hotel bring large outdoor rugs to place over the drains. Time 
was taken 
to plan the 
set-up of 
the field to 
avoid ob-
stacles and 

maximize safety for handlers, dogs and helpers 
although this would require handlers to run the 

blinds from left to right, a different direction 
from that trained by most. This was to cause 

one exhibitor problems later.

The Draw Party was held on Thursday evening. The 
dogs’ score books were submitted, and the competi-
tors drew for their running order for the obedience 
and protection phases. The theme of the National 

was “The Wizard Of Oz “ and so the bags presented 
to the competitors followed the theme. The draw ar-

ticles were refrigerator magnets with Dorothy holding 
Toto. ‘I don’t think we’re in Kansas anymore Toto “. The 

draw numbers were on the backs of the magnets. The judge, 
Jennifer Reed, gave a short talk and answered competitor’s 
questions. Jennifer was a great judge extremely accommodat-
ing to competitors and I hope to see her on a trial field for 
UDC again. The 2 Trial helpers, Mose Higghis and Ryan White 
were present and tossed a coin to decide who would do the 
front and back half for the IPO 3 entry. We were fortunate in 
obtaining 2 quality helpers for the dogs. As with most events 
there are inevitable bumps in the road and at the IPO Classic 
we hit one when the original tracklayer was unable to attend 
due to medical reasons. Thanks go out to Ray Carlisle for filling 
the role of tracklayer. We were really pleased that he attended 
and was able to help with organization. Traditionally, “Panda’s” 
boot is passed for donations to the tracklayers. (Panda was a 

David	
Stroff, OB1 
entry,  
studies	his	
draw	order	
as	other	
competitors 
look on.

Judge	Jennifer	Reed	describing	the	kind	of	performance	she	
wants	to	see	and	answering	competitor’s	questions.	Panda’s	boot,	
a	UDC	tradition	to	collect	tracklayer	and	helper	donations,	is	on	
the	desk	behind	her.
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renowned tracker in UDC’s past.) In this case, Ray eschewed 
the donations for himself and suggested the boot be passed for 
donations to the helpers. 

May Jacobson spoke of DPCA’s commitment to contribute 
to financially aiding UDC to sponsor this year’s as well as 
the next 2 year’s IPO trials in conjunction with the DPCA 
National and she also informed us that AKC has approved 
that Doberman specialties may now offer a working dog 
conformation class for dogs titled in IPO. Please encour-
age and support your specialty clubs in offering this class. 
Additionally, DPCA is now accepting a BH as a ROM require-
ment for performance. Thanks again to the DPCA for sup-
porting and encouraging working ability. 

Another bump in the road was that Linda had to pull Egis 
from the BH because she had to step in to replace the trial 
secretary. Big thanks to Doug and Jacque Matson and Laura 
Hulke who got the job done coordinating the trial equipment, 
trophies, catalogs, tracking flags and draw party favors. Doug 
scoured the local area to find tracking after our original field 
became unavailable due to its purchase by the school district. 
Although she could not be present, Anne Conroy did a great 
job organizing the trial in advance of the event and putting 
together the catalog. Others on the trial committee were 
Chris Rasmussen, May Jacobson (next year’s trial commit-
tee chair) and Leslie Carpenter. Special thanks also goes to 
Norma Riffle of Doug’s Schutzhund club in Wichita who 
loaned UDC the excellent trial equipment. Linda’s husband, 
Joe also took many photos of the draw party and IPO event. 
DPM, (Doberman Pinscher Magazine) were also in atten-
dance and photographing the event and we are grateful for 
their coverage of this important event. 

As the day dawned at 7AM on trial day, the tracking caravan 
gathered to head for the fields, located only a few miles from 
the host hotel. Arriving at the field it was covered in a dense 
mist as the tracklayer set out to lay the 3 track while the judge 
walked both of the 1 competitors to the field. The mist had 
started to rise as the judge gave instructions on where the 
competitors were to put their tracks. Roar and Pam Burns ran 
the 1st track. Pam was concerned that her dog was not at her 

usual confident tracking style and the last leg turned out to 
be difficult. The sun was just coming up on the horizon and so 
the handler could not look forward due to walking right into 
the glare. Tammy’s dog ran next. She also found the conditions 
difficult and did not start. Brandi than ran her track. Her dog 
also struggled on the trial track. Who knows what was affect-
ing the performances that morning? Cinders missed 2 articles. 
It appeared the grass might have been recently mowed. Some 
speculated that the rising mist generated a confusing scent 
picture for the dogs. While we will never know exactly what 
was affecting the dogs, they showed persistence and two of the 
three overcame the problems and passed tracking. Tracking on 
different fields over our huge country makes national-level IPO 
competition a challenge for experienced tracking dogs.

DPCA was hosting a Judging Seminar at their event and at the 
Draw party it was decided to start the IPO obedience and pro-
tections portions when the judges would be available to watch. 
It is a very important educational opportunity for them to be 
on site for the event to clear up the many misguided percep-
tions of the sport and to the highlight the strong nerves and 
team work of our working Dobermans with their handlers. This 
caused another bump in the road. Although the participants 
were hoping to be able to run the dogs sooner to avoid the 
rising temperature, we waited for the judges to arrive before 
beginning the obedience and protection phases. The dogs did 
at least get to rest while waiting for the judging to start. 

The OB dogs worked obedience before the IPO dogs with David 
Stroff and Sting competing and Janet Smith with Batman as 
dummy (demonstration) dog. Batman had to pull because of 
an injury that prevented him from jumping until healing was 
complete. Nonetheless, Batman showed a strong performance 
up to the jump and we will see them on the field in the future. 
Temperatures were climbing fast and the dogs were hot. Sting, 
with the creative interpretation of commands that is typical of 
our breed, ran to the cover of the large tree for the send away. 
Dave and Sting received an insufficient and it was obvious that 
the temperature was a factor here. 

In the IPO obedience portion Roar and Pam worked first with 
Tammy and Habrina on the honor down. Tammy’s dog broke 
her down. Roar’s recalls, retrieves and send away were strong. 

May	Jacobson,	
UDC	member	
and	DPCA	board	
member,	announc-
es	the	generous	
support	that	
DPCA	will	grant	
to	support	the	
IPO	classic	for	the	
next	two	years.

UDC	member,	Sherry	Beck,	explains	what	is	happening	on	the	
field	to	the attendees	at	the	DPCA	Judging	Seminar.
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While Roar managed to keep her down in the sun, Pam com-
mented that she would have liked her dog to have been more 
settled on the honor down. In this sport, practice is needed 
under many less than ideal conditions. Trials are seldom 
canceled or postponed unless lightning or tornadoes presents 
a serious safety hazard. The record high Topeka temperatures 
on this day did not help the dog’s performances. Sherry Beck 
filled in for the obedience portion with Brandi doing her IPO 
3 routine. It was Sherry’s first time doing the routine on the 
field as her dog had been handled by John Soares for her 
previous titles. She did a good job. 

Now on to Protection. This is where the dogs really get to 
enjoy themselves. For some reason, temperature does not 
matter when it comes to the protection portion. All 3 IPO 
dogs had really nice protection routines with Roar up first for 
this phase. She was pumped and ready as the team walked to 
the gate and the leash came off. The way the field was set, the 
teams had to walk in down the middle of the field, past the 
live blind –again an unexpected bump. Most times, the en-
trance is at the other end of the field , Roar would have much 
preferred going directly to the live blind and they had worked 
on that training the day before. Every field is a new experi-
ence. She presented power, speed. and a deliberate search. 
She sounded like a horse was galloping across the field.She 
held her grip during the stick hits. Roar demonstrated a clean 
out and then set up for the courage test, which some consider 
the most difficult portion of the sport. Roar pleased her han-
dler on this as well as an obedient transport. 

Tammy and Habrina were up next for protection. Habrina 
is a young dog, with a handler relatively new to the sport. 
Although the dog did not pass her tracking or obedience, she 
V’d her protection. Her grips were so deep and strong that she 
was “accordioning” the sleeve on the helpers’ arm. The judge 
took note. The catch the helper made on her courage test was 
a crowd pleaser as her momentum came close to taking the 
helper down. This is where a good helper is important for the 
safety of the dog. Mose did a full 360 degree turn to absorb the 
shock and keep his feet. Her protection routine went a ways 
towards redeeming her obedience and tracking problems and 
heartened us all to see it. With more time and training this 
team will do well. Thanks for the courage of this handler to join 
us in the sport. Thanks for being part of our team! 

Brandi and Cinders followed with their IPO 3 protection rou-
tine. She missed several blinds in the search, which may have 
been due to the fact that the blinds were run in the opposite 
direction to what they had mostly practiced. The rest of her 
routine was strong and powerful. Ryan did not get far on the 
escape before Cinders caught him. She presented the helper 
with a nice catch on the courage test. Thanks to Brandi and 
Cinders for the learning opportunity for all of us teaching us 
where we need to improve our training.

Mose and Ryan did a great job catching the dogs and we were 
certainly fortunate to have such good helpers since helper 
work is a difficult aspect of the sport. Providing the dogs with 
safe, experienced instruction and helpers is critical.

The BH dogs ran after all the IPO dogs had finished and Marsha 
with Amidala and Brandi with Porsche both passed their BH. 
The temperament portion was done in front of the trial field. 
This was the hottest day of National with temperatures in the 
90’s. Yet another training issue to consider is requiring the dogs 
to work through the heat.

Finally, the awards were presented. UDC offered UDC medal-
lions, rosettes, and certificates for High IPO 1-3 while High 
TR, OB, PR, HOT received rosettes, an engraved photo frame, 
and a certificate. In addition HIT IPO received a rosette, an 
engraved crystal clock in a beautiful wooden box, a certificate, 

and a DPCA sponsored 
Medallion. Pam and Roar 
took away the major-
ity of the trophies. In 
remarks after accepting 
her awards, Pam credited 
her training helper, John 
Soares (UDC national 
training director) for 
Roar’s solid performance 
in the protection work. 
Pam also mentioned the 
important role Roar’s 
chiropractor plays in her 

Sting	(OB1)	returns	with	the	dumbbell	over	the	high	jump

Habrina	(IPO	1	entry)	returns	with	the	dumbbell	over	the	
A-frame	to	her	handler,	Tammy	Rush

Helper	Mose	Hugghis,	
drives	Roar	(IPO	1)	after	
the	escape	bite.
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success and she strongly feels it is important to be sure the 
dog’s body is in proper alignment.

Pam writes: 
Preparing your dog for the three components of IPO is very 
demanding on both dog and handler. Training becomes your 
lifestyle. Conditioning your dog for the work and stresses of 
both mind and body is challenging. The dog needs to be physi-
cally and mentally prepared. Not many people understand my 
preparation. I use the various AKC venues, obedience, tracking, 
and agility to condition my dog. The DPCA offered 3 Agility 
Trials and 3 Obedience Trials at this year’s National along with 
IPO. My reasoning is I believe the breed should be capable of 
this versatility, able to succeed in all of them. The AKC VCD 
title is as important as achieving an IPO 3. This breed should 
have the athleticism required for agility, as well as the ability 
to be successful in acquiring an IPO 3. If a dog can do an IPO 
3 track, the dog should be able to earn a TD. “Either the dogs 
tracks, or it doesn’t “. This requires balance of drives, health, 
temperament and conformation. Breeders of performance 
dogs, especially IPO, often use the ZTP as a tool for breed-
ing. UDC offers a Breed Survey similar to the ZTP, requiring 
further health testing of the dogs, (similar to CHIC require-
ments). “Deficits in health are often related to deviances in 
temperament.” Pain diverts attention more than anything else. 
“Poor conformation is another deviation that hinders working 
ability”. Dogs may not enter these tests without the required 
heath and conformation. The working career of the dog can be 
very short-lived due to deficiencies. The training takes several 
years with much time and effort on both dog and handler. A 
dog that is balanced in conformation has much less difficulty. 
Dogs that actually conform to the standard, not necessarily 
what is winning, will be the best prospects for the rigors of 
working dog sports. Dogs bred from ancestors with proven 
performance titles, good health and longevity and themselves 
possessing balanced drives, conformation, and temperament 
are the most likely to succeed, providing the appropriate 
training is acquired. Remember- the front assembly of the dog 
supports 60 %, while the rear is the driving force. The front 
assembly sustains the impact from jumping. Special consid-

eration should be taken 
here, while still maintain-
ing balance throughout 
the dog. Function is much 
more important than the 

Habrina	taking	a	strong	grip	on	the	escape	bite	(IPO	1).

Cinders	showing	a	strong	grip	as	Mose	gives	her	stick	hits	during	
the	rebite	after	the	IPO	III	courage	test.

Helper	Ryan	White	did	not	get	far	before	Cinders	(IPO	III)	caught	
him	on	the	escape	bite.

The UDC medallion is a 
tradition at many UDC 
IPO	trials. 	The	beautiful	
crystal	clock	was	awarded	
to Pam Burns and Roar 
for	HIT.
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silhouette. The standard requires balance. Function demands 
it. Easier to say than provide. We have a big job maintaining 
this breed. Everybody needs to work together. Using the tools 
available the breed can flourish. This is a working breed. It is an 
injustice not to maintain that ability in our dogs. “ Pain diverts 
Attention more than anything else “. 

Organizing any dog show is difficult and time consuming. There 
are so many items that need to be considered. Having the UDC 
IPO event in conjunction with the DPCA National is for the 
benefit of the breed. We should be thankful to the DPCA for 
allowing UDC to promote our breed’s working aspect. Thanks 
also go out to the participants who organized and supported this 
trial. The 3 phases of IPO- Tracking, Obedience and Protection - 
demonstrate the dog’s ability. Many thanks to the breeders who 
pursue these traits in their breeding decisions. I believe it a fal-
lacy that an IPO dog is a ‘ biting “, “vicious “ dog. These dogs un-
derstand bite work. They are tested on their stability and control. 
They cannot be dog or people aggressive. Strength of character is 
needed for this type of work. The dog needs to have the mental 
and physical endurance to sustain the three phases. The ability 
to switch drives throughout the phases is also needed.  
”The sport is not about biting but about gripping. BIG 

DIFFERENCE! A dog that uses its mouth aggressively or 
defensively is biting but a dog that is able to utilize its mouth 
while maintaining social obligation to its handler such as in IPO 
demonstrates it’s incredible amount of domestication and a 
sound nervous system. Remember all animals can bite but only 
dogs have the ability to grip. This was made possible by domes-
tication. “No other animal has this level of sociability to man’” 
Quoted from John Soares. There are many articles on his web 
site relating to the sport and the breed. 

This was a small trial and it was unfortunate for the breed that 
there were not more able to participate. The history of this 
event still has skeptics. Misunderstanding and lack of knowl-
edge has harmed this venue. In turn, the working ability of the 
breed has suffered. When all the pieces are in the place this is 
an excellent venue. To allow the dogs to be bred for this type 
of function is enabling the working reputation they should be 
known for. It bears repeating that health and conformation 
play a major role in the success in the sport. Genetics, diet, 
environment also are factors. Balance is of utmost importance.

Thanks for the opportunities. 
Pam Burns  

UKC CH. Cara’s Hot Mamma “Schotzie” 
BH, WAC, ATTS-TT, CGC, VC
Versatility Companion (VC)

Owner: Linda Lindic

My dog’s name is Schotzie – that was her name when I got 
her. The name “Schatzie” I spell it “Schotzie” comes from the 
German word for “heart” therefore the meaning - sweetheart, 
sweety, baby, honey. German speaking people use that word 
when referring to their girlfriends/boyfriends. I could not 
pick a more appropriate name since “Schotzie” is the dog of 
my heart and came into my home on Valentine’s Day as pres-
ent from my husband.

After my retirement in August of 2008 I started to think 
about getting a Doberman of my very own. I always went 
with my husband to watch him work our male, Jack at the 
Northeast Ohio Working Dog Assoc. and the idea of getting 
my own dog to work with continued to grow. 

In January of 2009, I called Ray Carlisle of Cara Dobermans 
to let him know that I was interested in getting a black female 
and asked him to let me know when he had one available. He 

did not have any puppies, but 
told me that he had a young 
female that he thought would 
be perfect for me. Her name 
was “Schotzie” and I remem-
bered seeing Schotzie at the 
2008 UDC Nationals where she 
took Best Puppy at both shows. 
Off we went to New York to see 
her. She came running on to 
Ray’s field, jumped up and put 
her paws on my shoulders and 
tossed her head back. It was 
love at first sight! 

Shotzie now has her BH and I have great expectations for her. 
We are working toward her Schutzhund 1 and I look forward 
to trialing her in the Fall of this year.  
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Litter Announcements 
These listings are for informational purposes only and should not 
be construed as constituting recommendations of the United 

Doberman Club. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of 

the information.  Buyers should educate themselves regarding 
puppy selection and check all matters relating to AKC registration, 

health, quality, and stud agreements with the breeders, sellers, or 

stud owners before making decisions. The United Doberman Club 
accepts no responsibility for transactions that may result from the 

use of this information. 

 

Kansa  
Sire: Dual Sire Litter. Puppies will be 

DNA tested to determine sire. The 

potential sires are: 

Sire 1: Fedor del Nasi 
Titles: IDC SIEGER, BALKAN SIEGER, ZTP 

V1B. IPO1. 
Health Test Information: HD-A, 

PHTVL/PHPV – Free, Holter Normal 2010 

Sire 2: Zedor del Nasi 
Health Test Information: HD-A, vWD-

Clear, PHTVL/PHPV - Free, Holter 

Normal 2010 
Dam: Kansa's Outrageous Fortune WAC 

ATT - "Diana" 

Titles: AKC Champion 
Health Test Information: OFA Good, 

vWD Clear, Thyroid Normal, Holter 

Normal 2010. 
Breeder: Kansa Dobermans - Doug & 

Jacque Matson 

Date Whelped: February 27, 2011 
Puppies: 3 - Black Males, 3 - Brown 

Males, 1 - Black Female, 1 - Brown 

Female, Only Males Available. 

Kennel Name: Kansa Dobermans 

 

 

Contact: Doug or Jacque Matson 

 Address: Wichita, Kansas USA 

Phone: 316-744-3214 

Email: info@kansadobe.com 
Web Site: www.kansadobe.com 

Blue Chip Enchant  
Sire: Gunnar Red Dog Red 

Titles: AKC CH, SchH1, ROM, T1, ZTP V 

1A 
Health Test Information: HD1A, 

Thyroid Normal, Cerf, vWD Clear, Echo 

& WSU Negative 

Dam: Blue Chip Reign Of Terror 
Titles: UDC CH, IPO 1, UD, D-CDX, 

ASCA-CD, BSB-E 3A, CHIC 
Health Test Information: Hips /Elbows 

Good, Thyroid Normal, Echo/Holter 

Clear, WSU Negative 

Breeder: Pam Burns & Christine Spiniello 

Due Date: April 19, 2011 

Kennel Name: Blue Chip Enchant 

Contact: Pam Burns 

Address: Latham, NY 12110 USA 
Phone: 518-250-4223 

Email: pamtotaldobe@aol.com 

Web Site: www.enchantdobermans.com

UDC Breeding/Litter Announcements are a great way to get the word out 
about a planned breeding or a litter of puppies. For only $10, your 

breeding/litter announcement will be posted on UDC-Official and listed on the 
UDC website for 60 days (may be renewed for another 60 days for an 

additional $10).  Our website receives over 80,000 hits each month, so it 

provides extraordinary exposure.  In addition, announcements will be listed in 
the next issue of the UDC FOCUS.   

Please remember that ALL litter announcements on UDC-OFFICIAL must be paid 

announcements. You must complete the Litter Announcement form (on the website) and 
mail with a check payable to United Doberman Club to:  Leslie Carpenter 369 N. Fallsview 

Lane Wake Forest, NC 27587. Once your payment is received we will post your litter 

announcement to the web, and to UDC-OFFICIAL. Your announcement will also be listed in 
the next edition of the UDC Focus.  UDC litter announcements are for MEMBERS ONLY. 
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In Harm’s Way

Ascomannis Heiko
Field-Qualified for Wilderness Search with  

German Shepherd Search Dogs of Washington State (GSSD)

Ricardo and Julianne Ferado
PO Box 58455, Renton WA 98058-1455
For information about UDC Versatility Titles, contact Julie Ferado, UDC Versatility Committee.

PH: 425-226-4810 • EMAIL: udcdoberman@shaw.ca or visit the UDC website at uniteddobermanclub.com

“Are We Ready Yet?”...  
Harm and Rick, GSSD Workout at Mt. Rainier National Park, WA.

TrACkIng 
ObEDIEnCE 

SCHUTzHUnD 
SEArCH AnD rESCUE 

COMPAnIOnSHIP

Dobermans  
do it all!

“Are We Ready Yet?”...  
Harm and Rick, GSSD Workout at Mt. Rainier National Park, WA.
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Alissa Weaver
35 Dudley Road
Sutton, MA 01590
(h) 508-865-0658
© 774-287-3173
alissaweaver@verizon.net
Individual
Sponsor: Judith A. Maurer

Jonathan Alvarez
10950 Dry Stone Drive
Huntersville, NC 28078
(h) 910-263-5922
Jonathanalvarez006@yahoo.
com
Individual
Sponsor: Loel Turpin

Michele Randall
404 New Bern Station Ct
Charlotte, NC 28209
(h) 980-275-0817
dobemomnc@yahoo.com
Individual
Sponsor: Traci Mulligan

LATE RENEWALS

Sally R. Kapp
613 Paper Mill Road
Oreland, PA 19075
(h) 215-572-1314
SRK99@comcast.net
Individual
Sponsor: Janis Toman
12-18-09

Marianna D. Quartararo
113 Ridge View Road
Lackawaxen, PA 18435
(h) 570-685-7869

(w) 845-292-6180
afterhoursdobes@Itis.net 
Individual
Sponsor: Ray Carlisle
01-22-10

Ellen Gilmour
50 Kiersted Place
Mahwah, NJ 07430
(h) 201-825-1039
(w) 201-788-1328
ellen_gilmour_designs@
yahoo.com
Change from Family to 
Individual
Sponsor: John Soares
09-13-10

Melissa J. Loflin
2547 Greene Avenue
Fort Worth, TX 76109
Steinway Dobermans
(h) 817-926-9881
(w) 817-821-1658
mloflin@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: Jill Graves, Wendy 
Schneider, Nancy Christense
08/01/06

Corey McLennan
23624 Woodway Park Road
Woodway, WA 98020
Flying M Dobermans
(h) 206-542-4485
flyingm@msn.com
Individual
08/15/09

James Closson
4110 W. Franklin Road

Meridian, ID 83642
www,workingdobermans.com
Jimclosson@sitmeanssit.com
(h) 208-853-4020
(w) 208-703-7149
Individual
Sponsor: Sue Kelly Walsh; 
Debra Lyons.
11-16-07

Douglas & Jacque Matson
6721 N. Seneca
Wichita, KS 67204
Kansa Dobermans
(h) 316-744-3214
(w) 316-393-5440 (Doug)
(w) 316-304-7126 (Jacque)
www.kansadobe.com
Family
Sponsor: Nancy Christensen
12-21-09

Bonnie Wittrock
13655 NW Berry Creek Road
McMinnville, OR 97128
Wittrock Dobermans
(h) 503-472-4869
Bonnie@Wittrockdobermans.
com
www.Wittrockdobermans.
com
Individual
10/08

Renee Fazendine
103 Cliffwood Loop
Hot Springs, AR 71913
fazfamj@gmail.com
(h) 501-760-2228
(w) 501-622-1129

Individual
Sponsor: Larry & Linda Kye
07-20-09

Tori Gaskill
Michael Schlottke
1266 Grant Avenue
Granklinville, NJ 08322
Von Schlottke Dobermans
(h) 856-422-0285
gazoo02@yahoo.com
www.vonschlottke.com
Family
Sponsor: Mary Chrusciel; 
Tammy Marshall
11-10-00

Cornelia Grabichler
Reichenhaller SH. 116
Leutstetten 83483
Germany
Bavarienburg Dobermanns
grabichler_balogh@yahoo.
com
www.bavarienburg-dober-
mann.com
Individual
Sponsor: Denise Tinsley 
Bram
01-31-04

Karen Mihaljevich
808 Pompadour Drive
Ashland, OR 97520
(h) 541-488-5805
(w) 541-944-2321
Nightbird
mihalj@ashlandwireless.net
Individual
05-28-96

Members in Attendance (15): Linda Lindic, Doug Matson, Beth 
Bishop, Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie Hartzell, Lorna O’Connor, 
Terri Clary, Linda Kurz, Laura Hulke, Tiffany Mahaffey, Wendy 
Schmitt, Sandi Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, Chris Rasmussen.

Approve July Meeting minutes - C. Rasmussen made a motion 
to accept the July meeting minutes. B. Bishop seconded.  YES: Linda 
Lindic, Doug Matson, Beth Bishop, Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie 
Hartzell, Lorna O’Connor, Terri Clary, Laura Hulke, Tiffany Mahaffey, 
Wendy Schmitt, Sandi Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, Chris Rasmussen.

New Members and Late Renewals for October – Motion 
by C. Rasmussen to approve new membership applications and 
late renewals. Seconded by L. Lindic. Yes: Linda Lindic, Doug 
Matson, Beth Bishop, Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie Hartzell, 
Lorna O’Connor, Terri Clary, Linda Kurz, Laura Hulke, Tiffany 
Mahaffey, Wendy Schmitt, Sandi Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, 
Chris Rasmussen.A reading of the minutes of the prior Annual 
General Membership meeting was waived. 

Board Meetings
All	Board	Meeting	Minutes	are	printed	unaltered	as	submitted.

UNITED DOBERMAN CLUB BOARD Of DIRECTORS OCTOBER 2010 ONLINE MEETING MINUTES

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
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UDC 20th Anniversary Project/Selling UDC merchandise 
through Café Press - Motion made by L. Lindic to continue 
using the Café Press website to sell UDC-themed apparel. L. 
Hulke seconded. Yes: Linda Lindic, Doug Matson, Beth Bishop, 
Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie Hartzell, Lorna O’Connor, Terri 
Clary, Laura Hulke, Tiffany Mahaffey, Wendy Schmitt, Sandi 
Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, Chris Rasmussen.

Record POLL: approve using ztp results (in lieu of att) to 
qualify for Sport Dog Class at WDCC - Motion made by L. 
Hulke to record the poll to approve the entry of a dog pass-
ing a ZTP at a recent ADA-ZTP into the Sport Dog Class of the 
WDCC without taking an ATT as the dog had been allowed to 
enter the same class at the national although the paperwork 

had been misplaced.  ADA has recorded and posted the pass-
ing results for this dog’s ZTP.  Seconded by T. Mahaffey. Yes: 
Linda Lindic, Doug Matson, Beth Bishop, Irina Sasu, Linda 
Kye, Debbie Hartzell, Lorna O’Connor,  Laura Hulke, Tiffany 
Mahaffey, Wendy Schmitt, Sandi Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, 
Chris Rasmussen. Abstain: Terri Clary,

Record Poll: New Members and Late Renewals for August 
– Motion by B. Bishop to approve new membership applications 
and late renewals. Seconded by Laura Hulke.: Yes: Linda Lindic, 
Doug Matson, Beth Bishop, Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie 
Hartzell, Lorna O’Connor, Terri Clary, Laura Hulke, Tiffany 
Mahaffey, Wendy Schmitt, Sandi Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, 
Chris Rasmussen.

Robin Todd
P.O. Box 23
Warren, MA 01083
(h) 413-436-0578
Robin@RobinGlassArt.com
www.Robinglassart.com
individual
Sponsor: Nazarene T. 
Mondello

Cynthia Greenwell Ford
2185 Becknerville Road
Winchester, KY 40391
(h) 859-737-0418
© 859-221-7582
Colbytavern@Fastmail.net
Individual
Sponsor: Brandi Williams

Erynn Lucas
1913 Canyon Oak Dr.
Modesto, CA 95355
(h) 520-306-0195
Workingk9s@msn.com
workingk9s.net
Individual
Sponsor: Wendy Schmitt

Nelson Hernandez
13104 SW 205 LN
Miami, FL 33177
(h )786-547-6460
(w) 305-846-9960
nelsonaisf@bellsouth.net
Individual
Sponsor: Chris Rasmussen

Nicole Gray
9 Snowdrop Court
Leduc, Alberta T9EOH5 
Canada
(h) 780-980-9806
(w) 780-995-8999
doberdiva@gmail.com
Individual
Sponsor: Darlene Pavlovich

Pamela Nicolaides
47 Ramblin Rose Lane
Makanda, IL 62958
(h) 618-967-3634
nicolaides-p@hotmail.com
Individual
Sponsor: Suzan Shipp

Frank Peter Natale
Ohana Dobermans

1300 Barbis Way
Concord, CA 94518-1218
(h) 925-827-0785
fpnatale@yahoo.com
Family
Sponsor: Wendy Schmitt

Kimberly A. Reynolds
5302 Buckingham Place
Bryant, AR 72022
(c) 501-517-3028
kimberlyannreynolds@gmail.
com
www.kimdobe.com
Individual
Sponsor: Larry Kye

LATE RENEWALS

Laural L. Harris
1500 N. Halifax Ave.
Daytona Beach, FL 32118
(h) 386-492-2126
© 563-676-3735
llharris83@gmail.com
OMNIA PARATUS 
DOBERMAN KENNELS
omniaparatusdobermanken-
nels.com
Individual

Sponsor: Linda Kurz
02-28-08

Christine J.Kusyk
4021 Michael Blvd
Mobile, AL 36609-6141
(h) 251-342-9048
(w) 251-460-7182
ckusyk@usouthal.edu
Individual
08-19-08

Lee Ann Hunicutt
4728 N. Farm Road 33
Ash Grove, MO 65504
(h) 417-751-3113
(w) 417-742-4732
Individual
07-11-08

Gina Hodges Kaiser
1780 Braxton Bragg Lane
Clearwater, FL 33765
(h) 203-216-4825
(w) 203-216-4825
jrgina@aol.com
Individual
07-12-08

Record Poll: Approve Helper Stipends for UDC IPO fall 
Classic Trial - Motion made by B. Bishop to record poll to 
approve stipends of $100/ea to the helpers for the UDC IPO 
Fall Classic. Seconded by Laura Hulke. Yes: Linda Lindic, Doug 
Matson, Beth Bishop, Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie Hartzell, 
Lorna O’Connor, Terri Clary, Laura Hulke, Tiffany Mahaffey, 
Wendy Schmitt, Sandi Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, Chris 
Rasmussen.

Record Poll: New Members and Late Renewals for 
September – Motion made by B. Bishop to record poll to ap-
prove new members and late renewals for September. Seconded 
by Laura Hulke. Yes: Linda Lindic, Doug Matson, Beth Bishop, 
Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie Hartzell, Lorna O’Connor, Terri 
Clary, Laura Hulke, Tiffany Mahaffey, Wendy Schmitt, Sandi 
Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, Chris Rasmussen.

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
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Elizabeth & Marc Manning
7531 Desmond Ct.
Salinas, CA 93907
(h) 831-663-2908
Liz © 831-206-2722
Marc © 831-206-2723
em9999@earthlink.net
lzmnnng@gmail.com
lizibis@mindspring.com
Family
Sponsor: Bonnie Wittrock

Sally McIlhinney-Rusin
& Marc Rusin
99 Washington Court
Towaco, NJ 07082
(h) 973-588-7891
(w) 973-867-5360
sally.Mcilhinney.rusin@gmail.
com
mrusin@optonline.net
Family
Sponsor: Sandra Hanrahan

Karen A. Shivers
4085 FM 196 South
Blossom, TX 75416
(h) 903-982-6494
© 903-491-6572
StoneFox
Stonefox@1starnet.com
www.StoneFox.org

Individual
Sponsor:Linda Kye

LATE RENEWALS

Jocelyn Mullins
8164 Columbus Pike
Lewis Center, OH 43035--
9410 
(h) 614-989-0346
Protocol Doberman Pinschers
jocelynabgo@aol.com
Individual
Sponsor: Sherry Beck
08-21-08

Tamara Champagne
13011-33 Street
Edmonton, AB T5A3C9
Canda
(h) 780-700-2639
Symmetry Dobermans
symmetrydobes@hotmail.
com
www.symmetrydobermans.
com
individual
06-10-08

Rachel D. Brantingham
1211 S. Fox Road
Spokane Valley, WA 99206
(h) 509-981-3757

DeVyne Dobermans
DeVyneCanines@gmail.com
Individual
Sponsor: Bonnie Wittrock; 
Sue Kelly-Walsh
08-28-08

Sandra L.H. Rushing
P. O. Box 1425
Crystal Bay, NV 89402-1425
(h) 775-815-1969
(w) 530-546-0966
The Dog Trainer
SandraRushing@charter.net
Individual
06-16-08

Lawrence & Elizabeth 
Sullivan, Jr.
103 Pheasant Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15238-2207
(h) 412-963-7086
(w) 412-427-2699
LXSullivan@aol.com
www.PittsburghHeart.com
Family
Sponsor: Ray Carlisle
06-05-09

Steve A. Stout, OD
11116 Darmstadt Road
Evansville, IN 47710-5024
JesseBae Dobermans
(h) 812-867-3831
(w) 812-454-1626
jessebae@sbcglobal.net
www.jessebaedobermans.com
Individual
Sponsor Tammy Marshall-
Weldon
07-14-09

Lindsay Davis & Jason Dohse
3157 Dry Bread Road
White Plains, VA 23893
dei Dohse Dobermanns
(h) 434-577-9789
(w) 434-577-9489
davislindsaye@aol.com
deidohse@aol.com
www.deidohse.net
Family
08-25-09

Sue W. Hall
214 Silver Creek Lane
Shelby, NC 28152
(h) 704-313-7131
suehall@shaw.ca
Individual
07-13-09

Record Poll: Approval of 2011 UDC National Schedule - 
Motion made by T. Mahaffey to record poll approving judges 
and tentative schedule for 2011 Nationals. Seconded by L. 
O’Connor. Yes:  Linda Lindic, Doug Matson, Beth Bishop, 
Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie Hartzell, Lorna O’Connor, Terri 
Clary, Laura Hulke, Tiffany Mahaffey, Wendy Schmitt, Sandi 
Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, Chris Rasmussen.

2011 UDC National Judging Panel and Tentative 
Schedule

Conf	Show	1:	Betty	James
Conf	Show	2:	Fred	Schmitke
TTs	and	UDC	Breed	Survey:	Nancy	Christensen
IPO	judge:	DVG	Harmut	Beckman

We	will	be	using	the	Radisson	Hotel	at	Research	Triangle	Park	
for	the	National	Host	Hotel. 	It	is	a	nice	hotel	with	restaurant,	
lounge,	swimming	pool,	tennis	courts	etc. 	The	rooms	are	very	nice	
and	our	rate	will	be	$65	(plus	tax)	which	is	a	great	price	for	this	
hotel. 	There	is	plenty	of	room	for	walking	dogs	and	the	area	we	
are	going	to	be	using	for	some	of	the	events	is	nice	with	shaded	
areas	for	spectators. 	A	rough	outline	of	the schedule is:

Monday	-	UDC	BOD	Meeting,	possibly	a	workshop	or	seminar	
(this	is	undecided)

Tuesday	-	Obedience	Trial	#1,	Temperament	Tests	and	probably	a	
social	hour	in	the	lounge

Wednesday	-	Obedience	Trial	#2,	Conformation	Show	#1	and	pos-
sibly	the	UDC	General	Meeting	in	the	PM

Thursday	-	UDC	Breed	Survey	(Raleigh	Schutzhund	Association	
(RSA)	Field),	Conformation	Show	#2	(hotel),	IPO	Draw	and	
Banquet	in	the	PM

Friday	-	IPO	Tracking,	BH’s,	Games	all	at	RSA

Saturday - IPO OB and Protection, Closing Ceremonies and IPO 
Awards	all	at	RSA

Sunday	-	Possibly	a	ZTP	hosted	by	WDC	at	RSA	

Approve additional judge for ZTP held at 2011 UDC 
National - L. Lindic made a motion to approve Herr Rudy 
Killmaier to judge the ZTP to be held at the 2011 UDC 
National. Seconded by T. Mahaffey. Yes: Linda Lindic, Doug 

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
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Matson, Beth Bishop, Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie Hartzell, 
Lorna O’Connor,   Laura Hulke, Tiffany Mahaffey, Wendy 
Schmitt, Sandi Atkinson, Sue Kelly-Walsh, Chris Rasmussen. 
Abstain:Terri Clary

Approve A-frame safety improvements - Motion made by 
L. Lindic to approve Ray Carlisle to design and install remov-

able cross pieces on the UDC A-frame to improve its stability 
and rigidity. Seconded by L. Kye. Yes: Linda Lindic, Doug 
Matson, Beth Bishop, Irina Sasu, Linda Kye, Debbie Hartzell, 
Lorna O’Connor, Terri Clary, Linda Kurz, Laura Hulke, 
Tiffany Mahaffey, Wendy Schmitt, Sandi Atkinson, Sue Kelly-
Walsh, Chris Rasmussen.

UNITED DOBERMAN CLUB BOARD Of DIRECTORS  MINUTES Of  JANUARY 2011 MEETING

Present:	S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	
L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	L.O’Connor,C.
Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh

1. Approval of Minutes – Motion by C. Rasmussen, 
seconded by L. Kye, to approve the minutes of the 
October 2010 Board of Directors on-line meeting as 
submitted. Yes- S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	
L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	
C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh	: No Vote 
recorded	-		L.O’Connor

2. Approve New Members and Late Renewals for July 
- Motion by B. Bishop, seconded by L. Hulke to approve 
the following new membership applications and late 
renewals. Yes-S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	
L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	
C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh: No Vote 
recorded -  L.O’Connor

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Pamela A. Gray
19100 SW 304 St..
Miami, FL 33030
(h) 305-245-1799
© 786-259-3386
redlanddobe@yahoo.com
Individual: 
Sponsor: Nancy E. Christensen

Susan LeClair
100 Sandhill Road
Petersborough, NH 03458
(h) 603-924-2379
(w) 603-924-7116
Von Haus Gebet
OTKennel@AOL
Individual 
Sponsor: Ray Carlisle

LATE RENEWALS

Ali Baker
20 Sandhill Road
Petersborough, NH 03458
(h) 603-562-5996
Cutnapath Dobermans

mustluvdobes@yahoo.com
Cutnapathdobermans.com
Individual 
Sponsor: Ray Carlisle
Dec. 2008

Christopher L. Franke
83210 Enterprise Road
Creswell, OR 97426
(h) 541-895-2417
© 541-554-6643
clfranke@centurytel.net
Individual 
Sponsor: Lisa Carney-Johnson.
Oct. 2009

3.  Record Poll – Membership card to Steven Chavez. 
Motion made by B. Bishop and seconded by C. 
Rasmussen to record the poll allowing membership sec-
retary, Linda Kye, to issue a membership card to Steven 
Chavez prior to his official approval by the board so that 
he can enter an upcoming trial with his dog (that has 
already been issued a scorebook and is registered with 
UDC).  Yes- B.Bishop,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	
L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	C.Rasmussen,	W.Schmitt,	
S.Kelly-Walsh:		Abstain	-S.Atkinson,	T.Clary,	I.Sasu:	No 
Vote recorded -		L.O’Connor

4.  Record Poll – Dogs Show Art.  Motion made by T. 
Mahaffey and seconded by L. Hulke to record the poll 
approving the quote for the membership directory and 
bylaws ballot from Dog Show Art/Bunnie Allard.  Yes-S.
Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	
l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	C.Rasmussen,	
I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh:	No vote recorded -  
L.O’Connor

5.  Record Poll – AWDF Trophy Donations.  Motion made 
by L. Hulke and seconded by T. Mahaffey to record the 
poll approving donations for AWDF trophies.  $150 for 
HOT (if available) and $100 for High Doberman. Yes - 
S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	
l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	L.O’Connor,C.
Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh:	No Vote 
recorded -		L.O’Connor
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6.  Record Poll – Judge Change for 2011 Nationals. 
Motion made by B. Bishop and seconded by L. Hulke 
to record the poll approving the judge change for the 
2011 Nationals – conformation judge Judith Smith of 
Hendersonville, NC. Yes - S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	
D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	
D.Matson,	C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh	:	
No Vote recorded -		L.O’Connor

7.  Approve New Members and Late Renewals for 
December - Motion by S. Kelly-Walsh and seconded by 
B. Bishop to approve the following new membership ap-
plications and late renewals.  After discussion: Motion was 
made by B. Bishop to accept all new applicants except April 
Ward of Phelan, Ca. Second by Hulke. Yes - S.Atkinson,	
B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	
L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.
Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh:	No Vote recorded -  L.O’Connor

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 

Desiree Mills
5865 N. Courcelles Pkwy
CDA, ID 83815
(h) 208-769-9988
RnD Dobermans
dmills77@roadrunner.com
www.rnddobermans.net
Individual: 
Sponsor: Sue Kelly-Walsh 

Helen G. Allerding
15902 N. Scribner Branch Rd.
Spokane, WA 99217
(h) 509-467-2851
© 509-954-9804
Prairie Vista Farm
hgallerding@earthlink.net
Individual: 
Sponsor: Sue Kelly-Walsh 

Joe & Monica Simmons
2502 Rose Bay Drive
Pearland 77584
(h) 281-993-4110
(w) 508-572-1901 (Joe)
simmonsjh@gmail.com
Family
Sponsor: Chris Rasmussen 

Allison St Clair
40350 Schoolcraft Road
Plymouth, MI 48170
(h) 734-454-9053
(w) 734-416-1704
© 734-516-1270
allisonstclair@aol.com
Individual
Sponsor: Richard Serio 

Gloria Otuagoma

685 Eagle Valley Dr
Oakland, TN 38060
Vom Rednitztal
Germanyonline2000@yahoo.de
Individual
Sponsor: Linda Kye 

Christine Spiniello
4 Echo Lane
Glen Gardner, NJ 08826
(h) 908-537-7746
Blue Chip Dobermans
RaisinROM@gmail.com
Individual
Sponsor: Lyn Kargaard, Mary Chrusciel, Irina Sasu, & May 
Jacobsonl 

Steven & Sharisse Chavez
6557 Kentwood Bluffs Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90045
(h) 310-641-5848
sgcsac2dobies@yahoo.com
Family 
Sponsor: Ray Carlisle 

LATE RENEWALS

Mariah Dupuy
1700 Empress Road
Cobble Hill, BC V0R 1L6
Canada 
(h) 250-743-0882
Braebrook
braebrookdobes@yahoo.ca
www.braebrook.com
Individual
Sponsor: Tamara Champagne
Feb. 2009 

Sean E. Salke
327 Dogwood Road
Mastic Beach, NY 11951
(h) 631-478-2128
Amberhaus
dobermansport@gmail.com
www.dobermansport.com
Individual
Sponsor: Vicky Brachfeld
Oct. 2007 

8.  Rule Change – Section XIV of the Rules for UDC 
Events.  Motion made by C. Rasmussen and seconded by 
D. Matson to make a change to section XIV, “ELIGIBLITY 
FOR AWARDS” of the Rules for UDC events, by adding a 
new section B and reordering the following sections.

 The new section B will state:

B.		 To	be	eligible	for	any	“Best	of”	or	“Best	Opposite”	type	
award	in	conformation,	the	dog	must	have	taken	and	
passed	the	appropriate	temperament	test.	To	be	eligible	for	
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a	Best	type	award	in	working	trials	(Best	IPO	1,2,3,	Best	
Tracking,	Obedience,	HIT),	the	dog	must	have	received	a	
qualifying	score	in	the	event	to	which	the	award	applies.

 Yes -	S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,		D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	
l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,							
C.Rasmussen,	I,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh	Abstain	–	T.Clary,	
I.Sasu:	No Vote recorded -		L.O’Connor

9.  Rule Change – new section added to the Rules for 
UDC Events. Motion made by D. Matson and seconded 
by B. Bishop to add a new section XVII as written below:

 coNDITIoNs ALLoWING REPEATs oF A PHAsE IN 
WoRKING TRIALs. 

	 XVIII.	When	a	team	has	failed	a	phase	in	a	working	trial	
through	no	fault	of	their	own,	the	judge	may	allow	the	team	to	
repeat	that	phase	either	immediately	or	at	a	time	practical	to	
trial	personnel	and	competitors.	Examples	of	such	conditions	
could	include,	a	spoiled	track,	attack	on	the	team	by	another	
dog,	lightning	striking	near	the	team,	tornado,	etc.	In	all	cases	
the	decision	of	the	judge	will	be	final.	In	no	case	will	a	competi-
tor	be	able	to	repeat	a	phase	if	no	unusual	conditions	were	
present	in	the	opinion	of	the	judge	Yes	-	S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,,	
D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	L.Lindic,			T.Mahaffey,	
D.Matson,	C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh.	
Abstain	–	T.Clary:	No	Vote	recorded	-		L.O’Connor

10.  2011 Nominations Committee –Committee Chair 
Terri Clary and committee members Irina Sasu and 
Carma Cleveland. Motion made by B. Bishop and sec-
onded by C. Rasmussen to approve the members of the 
2011 Nomination Committee.Yes - S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	
T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	
T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	
S.Kelly-Walsh: No Vote recorded -  L.O’Connor

11.  Approve “Seed Money” to WDA for 2011 UDC 

National.  Motion made by B. Bishop and seconded 
by L. Kye to approve a loan of $1000 to the WDA to be 
used as seed money for the 2011 UDC National and to 
be paid back to UDC within 30 days after the close of the 
National. Yes -	S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	
L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	
L.O’Connor,C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh: 
No Vote recorded - 	L.O’Connor

12.  Approve By-Laws Change – Change to Article 1. 
Section 4 of the By-laws. Election to Membership.  
Motion made by L. Hulke and seconded by B. Bishop to 
make the following change to Article 1. Section 4 of the 
UDC By-Laws, subject to membership approval.

 From:
	 1)	The	Board	of	Directors	shall	approve	a	Membership	

Application	Form	containing	(but	not	limited	to)	applicant’s	
agreement	to	abide	by	the	Club’s	Constitution	and	By-Laws,	the	
name,	address	and	occupation	of	the	applicant,	the	name	of	a	
UDC	Sponsor	and	the	new	member	applicant’s	signature	indi-
cating	they	have	read	and	subscribe	to	the	UDC	Code	of	Ethics.

 To:
	 The	Board	of	Directors	shall	approve	a	Membership	

Application	Form	containing	(but	not	limited	to)	applicant’s	
agreement	to	abide	by	the	Club’s	Constitution	and	By-Laws,	
the	name,	address	and	occupation	of	the	applicant,	the	name	
of	a	UDC	Sponsor	who	has	been	a	member	in	good	standing	
of	the	UDC	for	a	minimum	of	one	year,	and	the	new	member	
applicant’s	signature	indicating	they	have	read	and	subscribe	
to	the	UDC	Code	of	Ethics.

 Yes -	S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,		D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kurz,	
l.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	D.Matson,	C.Rasmussen,	
I.Sasu,W.Schmitt,	S.Kelly-Walsh		Abstain	–	T.Clary	: No 
Vote recorded -  L.O’Connor

UNITED DOBERMAN CLUB BOARD Of DIRECTORS fEBRUARY 2011 MEETING MINUTES

Participating Members: Pres. Linda Kurz,  S.Atkinson, 
B.Bishop, T.Clary, D.Hartzell, L.Hulke, L.Kye, L.Lindic, 
T.Mahaffey, C.Rasmussen, I.Sasu, W.Schmitt

1a.) Approve the poll regarding notification of UDC 
fOCUS contract changes with DogShowArt.  A mo-
tion was made by I. Sasu and seconded by B. Bishop, with 
a follow-up poll agreeing to notify DogShowArt (Bunnie 
Allard) of the following position of the UDC Board of 
Directors regarding the existing UDC FOCUS contract:  

a. We are giving DogShowArt/Bunnie Allard notice 
that the current UDC FOCUS contract will not be 
renewed in its present form.

b. A possible new arrangement may be negotiated over the 
time remaining in the present contract,  but if no agree-
ment is reached, then there will be no new contract with 

DogShowArt.  We will expect all materials (articles, ads) 
to be forwarded to the FOCUS committee at that time. 

c.  The future performance of the UDC FOCUS over 
the remainder of the contract will be a determining 
factor as to the final decision regarding any future 
contract with DogShowArt.

 Yes: S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	
L.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,	
W.Schmitt

1b.)Approve new fOCUS committee. A motion was made 
by L. Hulke and seconded by B. Bishop to approve the 
new UDC FOCUS committee, consisting of Linda Lindic, 
Beth Bishop, Laura Hulke, Doug Matson, Irina Sasu and 
Linda Kurz.
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 Yes:	S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	
L.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,	
W.Schmitt

2.)  Approve changes to criteria for allowing former UDC 
presidents access to the “newboard” Yahoo group.  A 
motion was made by L. Lindic and seconded by B. Bishop 
to allow UDC past presidents continue on the “newboard” 
Yahoo group list according to the following criteria:

a.  The immediate former UDC president will have 
full reading and posting status for 1 year after the 
completion of their term.

b.  Other former UDC presidents will not have posting 
status, but will be able to read the newboard Yahoo 
list for up to 10 years after leaving office, after which 
time they will be removed from the list. They can 
share any comments through their regional director.

c.  Limit former UDC president access to the “new-
board” Yahoo list to a maximum of 10 years. 

 Yes: S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	
L.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	I.Sasu	No: C.Rasmussen,  
W.Schmitt

3.)  Add Washington State DNA DCM test to VC/VCX 
health categories.  A motion was made by L. Lindic and 
seconded by I. Sasu to add the Washington State DNA 
DCM test to the list of items in the health category for 
the VC/VCX awards.

 Yes: S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Kye,	
L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	I.Sasu	,C.Rasmussen,		W.Schmitt	 
No: L.Hulke

4.)  Trophy Donation for General Trophy fund of the 
2011 National.  L. Lindic made a motion that was 
seconded by B. Bishop for the UDC Parent club to make a 
trophy donation to the General Trophy Fund of the 2011 
National in the amount of $250.00.

 Yes:	S.Atkinson,	B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	
L.Kye,	L.Lindic,	T.Mahaffey,	C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,	
W.Schmitt

5.)  Approve New Members and Late Renewals for 
february 2011.  A motion was made by L. Hulke and 
approved by D. Hartzell to approve the following new 
membership applications and late renewals.

 Yes: B.Bishop,	T.Clary,	D.Hartzell,	L.Hulke,	L.Kye,	L.Lindic,	
T.Mahaffey,	C.Rasmussen,	I.Sasu,	W.Schmitt	Abstain:	
S.Atkinson,

NEW MEMBER APPLICANTS

William Willis
30 Sturbridge Street
Mattapan MA 02126
(h) 617-233-5251
Bill_M_Willis@Yahoo.com
WilliamWillis.Com
Individual
Sponsor: Nazarene T. Mondello

Christopher Frank
7474 Wind Flower Ct.
Mechanicsvlle, VA 23111
(h) 305-401-6986
Summer Wind Dobermanns
DobermannRacingstable@msn.com
Individual
Sponsors: Lindsay Davis, Wendy Schmitt, Virginia Rogers

Debbie (Debra) Zappia
4070 Cauwels Road
Marion, NY 14505 
(h) 585-305-9671
Olgameister Kennel
DZappia300@aol.comwww.proformanceK9.com
Individual
Sponsor: May J. Jacobson

Jimmy Ma
1616 78th Street
Brooklyn, NY  11214
(h) 718-419-013/(w) 718-419-0713
jm91982@yahoo.com
Individual
Sponsor: Debbie Hartzell

LATE RENEWALS

Jennifer Zembower
 & Hans-Juergen Winkler
16801 Gardner Road
Waldorf, MD 20601-3846
(h) 240-355-7915/(c) 240-997-5353
(w) 571-468-5117
Danzig Kennels
jazee@vzw.blackberry.net
hjwin@gmx.net
www.DanzigK9s.com
Family  
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Versatility Committee Report First Quarter 2011

congratulations  to the following very special Dobermans and 
their proud owners for their attainment of the VCX and VC titles 
during the months of October 2010 through January 2011!

Versatility Companion Excellent (VCX)

17-Oct-10 UDC Ch. Cicily vom Koby Haus, BH, WAE, ATT, 
BSB-E3A, CGC 
Owned	and	loved	by	Jim	&	Janis	Toman

Versatility Companion (VC)

17-Oct-10 UKC Ch. Cara’s Hot Mama, BH, WAC, ATT, CGC 
Owned	and	loved	by	Linda	&	Peter	Lindic

8-Jan-2011 Beja’s Redneck Brother Rudy, BH, CGC, CD,  
TR-1, OB-1, WAC, ZTP SG1B 
Owned	and	loved	by	Anthony	&	Marylyn	DeGregorio

Send me your new and updated Versatility Profile 
Questionnaires for the quarterly “Versatility Spotlight” 
feature in Focus! Don’t pass up this unique opportunity for 

recognition of your special Doberman companion and your 
accomplishments together as a working team!

If you have a VC or VCX Title and would like to submit or 
update your Versatility Profile Questionnaire, please call or 
write and I will be happy to send you a new questionnaire. 

If you have earned new titles since your VC or VCX Title was 
awarded, let me know and I will be pleased to announce your 
new titles in the next Versatility report! 

If you would like more information on the UDC Versatility pro-
gram or a VC-VCX application, please print out the Versatility 
Title Requirements and Application Form from the UDC 
website at www.uniteddobermanclub.com or call me at (425) 
226-4810 (evenings, or anytime to leave a message) or contact 
me at my “UDC” email address: udcdoberman@shaw.ca. 

Julianne	Ferado,	UDC	Versatility	Committee,	P.O.	Box	58455,	
Renton,	WA		98058-1455

UDC Board of Directors Effective	April		6,	2011
oFFIcERs

President
LINDA KURZ 
3640 Yellow Dog Rd
Lonedell, MO 63060
hauskurz@usmo.com
(636) 629-4553 

Vice President
VACANT

Treasurer
IRINA SASU
2800 Perry Lane
Austin, TX 78731 
rhapsodydobes@earthlink.net
(512) 458-1818 

Recording Secretary
TERRI CLARY
358 East Pecan Tree Road
Waxahachie, TX 75165
noblitt01@earthlink.net
(972) 904-3141

Corresponding Secretary
LAURA HULKE
dobestar@frontier.net
(651) 462-2778

Membership Secretary
LINDA KYE
114 Chickasaw Place
Jacksonville, AR 72076
linda_kye@yahoo.com
(501) 982-7668

Member Club Secretary
LINDA LINDIC
44 East 209th Street
Euclid, OH 44123
pllindic@roadrunner.com
(216) 789-7025

DIREcToRs

Canada
VACANT
Canada

Northeast
DEBBIE HARTZELL
4255 Laurel Ridge Drive
Allison Park, PA 15101
navistardobe1@verizon.net
(412) 487-5177
Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland 

Mid-East
BETH BISHOP
6031 Sleight Rd.
Bath, MI 48808 
bishopb@msu.edu
(517) 641-7345 
West Virginia, Virginia, 
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, 
Illinois, Kentucky 

South
CHRIS RASMUSSEN
10117 Old Roxboro Road
Bahama, NC 27503
christine.rasmussen@gmail.
com
(919) 477-7932
Tennessee, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, 
North Carolina, South Carolina 

Mid-South
DOUG MATSON
6721 N Seneca
Wichita, KS 67204
doug@kansadobe.com
(316) 744-3214
Arkansas, Kansas,  
Oklahoma, Texas,  
Louisiana 

Mid-Central
TIFFANY MAHAFFEY
tiffany@firststryk.com
(816) 830-6619
North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri 

Southwest
SANDI ATKINSON
9845 Sand Cherry Way
Highland Ranch, CO 80129
dobrmom9845@msn.com
(303) 263-0921
Utah, Colorado, Arizona, New 
Mexico

Northwest
SUE KELLY-WALSH
15710 S Molter Rd
Rockford, WA 99030 
desperadodobes@aol.com
(509) 291-3147
Alaska, Washington, Montana, 
Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming 

West
WENDY SCHMITT 
landgrafk9@aol.com
(916) 802-7318
California, Nevada, Hawaii 
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The Consequences of SAR Dog Training: 
What Happens Next?

Michelle	L.	Limoges	

Michelle	Limoges	has	been	a	SAR	dog	handler	since	1989	with	the	
Search	and	Rescue	Dog	Association	of	Alberta	(SARDAA).	She	
works	with	her	two	Dobermans:	Parqetta,	who	is	certified	in	hu-
man	remains	detection,	and	Tyndre,	who	is	certified	in	live	person	
and	evidence	search	(both	urban	and	wilderness).	

Once you’ve committed all those hours to training and en-
dured the stress of the evaluation tests under the scrutiny of 
police members—now what? 

Now you wait for the call. 

Sometimes, in our world, the call comes in the middle of 
the night; or it might come around 4:30 pm on a summer 
Saturday afternoon—just when you’re winding down from a 
busy day doing errands, and just after you’ve poured a glass 
of wine and are sitting down on the patio to read a book and 
relax before planning dinner. 

Your cell phone rings—you always keep it with you—and it’s 
your favourite police search manager announcing that they 
need SAR dogs to search the river valley. The wine goes back in 
the fridge without even a sip, plans change for your family, and 
you hastily change into your ‘working’ clothes and call your 
teammates to join the effort; and, as you head out the door, 
you announce to your search dog that it’s “Time to go to work!” 

Your equipment is already in your vehicle because it saves 
time to keep it there, and you make your way to the designat-
ed police station. Once there, you greet the ground searchers, 
whom you know quite well from previous searches, acknowl-
edge fellow dog handlers from your team, and wait for your 
briefing. As a specialized resource, SARDAA members are 
often called into the briefing room early to consult with the 
search manager about where to deploy dog teams to their 
best advantage. This time the victim is a missing teenager 
with developmental challenges who has been gone since early 
morning; he was reported missing just a couple of hours ago 
and time is of the essence. Finally, you and your teammates 
are deployed to your sectors of the river valley by the police 
search manager, who has set up a command base at the police 
station. SARDAA dog–handler teams typically go out with a 
teammate who is trained as backup to the dog handler; this 
person does not work a dog but acts as a second pair of eyes 
and as a navigator. 

It’s a warm evening this time. You drive to your assigned 
starting point, get your gear on and your dog’s vest on. You 
pack water and snacks for yourself and the dog, GPS, two-way 
radio, compass, notebook, first aid kit, minimal survival gear, 
and your various dog-handling needs, and you start out. 

As you begin, you survey the area and plan your strategy 
using the maps of the area that you carry with you. Typically, 
these maps provide no clue about the actual terrain, and 
usually it’s far thicker bush and steeper river valley slopes 
than you might think. Oh well, this is typical! Look on the 
bright side—it could be -15C or pouring rain! With a good 
search strategy in mind, you whisper to your dog, “Find him.” 
Off the dog dashes with exuberance knowing exactly what’s 
expected, and you are on your way. Your job as dog handler is 
to put your K-9 partner in the most effective location to allow 
her to use her nose and the wind to locate the lost/missing 
person. We do not use articles of clothing from the missing 
person; the dogs are taught to locate any person in the area. 
Then it’s up to the handler to determine if that person is 
the target of the search effort. Typically, a person who is the 
object of a search will be hidden from view; if the dog finds 
someone, she will stay with the person and bark until the 
handler catches up to her. The dog then receives her toy, plays 
tug-of-war and gets lots of praise! The dog searches because 
she believes that the person she is trying to locate has her 
toy; it’s that simple! The task is easy enough to teach the dog, 
but the key to an effective search dog is experience. 

Search incidents can last many hours, and you take breaks 
every half hour or so for a five-minute rest, some water and 
perhaps a snack. With this type of routine, a well-conditioned 
dog can work for a six to eight hours. This level of stamina 
takes practice.

Back at the search, four or five hours have passed; it’s dark by 
now which is no problem for you since you’ve trained at night 
quite often. Actually, scenting conditions for the dog are bet-
ter at night. You’ve been checking in regularly by cell phone 
with the police search manager at the command base to note 
progress and have communicated with your teammates regu-
larly to check on them. More information comes from the 
police search manager about the missing person; sometimes 
this new information changes your search area or provides 
you with a clue about the location of the person, which in 
turn might narrow your search. Ground searchers are also in 
adjacent sectors conducting their examination of the area. 

The search area covers kilometres of bush and steep slopes; 
it’s hard work for you—although the dog seems to slide quite 
easily through the underbrush, being only a little more than 
two feet tall! The handler has a much more difficult time 
pushing through brush, climbing over stumps, wiping away 
those ever-present spider webs, and avoiding Alberta rose 
bushes. Light leather gloves are a big help here! 

After six hours, it’s getting late and you’re starting to get 
tired. Not a clue has been found and actually you haven’t seen 
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another person besides your backup teammate in hours. The 
ravine seems to go on endlessly. You have a break and a snack 
and start out again, somewhat refreshed. 

A little later the cell phone rings—it’s the search manager, 
saying the search is being called off. The good news is that 
the missing person has just come home after hiding out at a 
friend’s house! This is a wonderful happy ending. The major-
ity of search efforts do not result in finding the object of 
the search because searchers were not in the area where the 
person was; sadly, often the result isn’t a happy ending. 

However, tonight you are rewarded by having put your skills 
to work in clearing your area, which is an important part of 
the search effort—clearing an area is valuable because the 
search manager can rule out that area and continue to look 
for the person elsewhere. This evening, your dog is rewarded 
by a quick game of hide and seek with your backup teammate 
and you head back to your starting point and then to the 
police station to debrief and sign out. 

At the end of the day, you are happy because the training 
you’ve worked so hard to accomplish is put to good use. 

Tracking 101: The VERY Basics!
By	Anne	Rammelsburg

The general progression for tracking training:

Stage 1—Dog eats food on the track and is not easily distracted 
by variations in the track (curves, turns, changes in cover, dis-
tractions) to the jackpot. Used to increase drive and confidence.

Stage 2—Dog follows track checking each footstep even 
when there is not food present in every step and can negoti-
ate variations in the track without undue stress. Track ends 
with jackpot or article (dog determines which one).

Stage 3—Dog follows track with random bait and will 
indicate an article at the end of a stretch of track containing 
no food. The track always ends at an article. Simultaneously, 
there is often focus on proper article indication (motivation-
al) that is done in the absence of a track.

Stage 4—Dog tracks for articles (where dog gets fed). There 
is generally no food on the track and the distance between 
articles is initially pretty small and regular, gradually mov-
ing toward randomness. Some dogs should/can have bait 
between articles when the distance is large enough between 
food and article(s).

Stage 5—Dog will track for articles and can negotiate turns 
and long stretches without reward. Rewards should be 
random and earned by the best behavior shown by the dog. 
It is important to not make the dog work for nothing too 
frequently or the dog will find tracking unrewarding and may 
quit (just as you would quit your job if you didn’t get paid)!

Stage 6—Dog will track at end of line for articles and can 
negotiate turns and long stretches without reward and is 
accustomed to trial procedure (check in, people following or 
watching, check out). Handler knows all rules and regulations 
pertaining to trial entry and is prepared to read the dog at 
the end of the line and adjust handling should it be necessary.

Tracking takes practice. It is often helpful to track 3 or more 
times per week, since it gives the dog multiple chances to 
learn. Familiar locations and easy conditions (visible) are 
good times to move forward in stages. It is important to 
regress in training when conditions are difficult (new) or the 
dog has had a longer than usual break from tracking. As you 
move forward in stages, don’t forget to mix in tracks to rein-
force the foundation!

Laying Tracks

✓ Know the Conditions: cover, temperature, wind, precipi-
tation, moisture, time of day

✓ Know the dog: experience level, drive, what the dog 
likes/dislikes and what is easy/hard

✓ Lure vs. reward; frequency intervals; reward size & vari-
ety; why random?

✓ Teaching article indications: on & off the track

Reading the dog’s tracking behavior

✓ Au naturale or modified behaviors?

✓ Motivation or drive level: calm vs. hectic dogs

✓ Working out a problem, lost, or distracted?

Line handling

✓ Helping vs. hindering

✓ Maintaining obedience to the track

Planning training sessions

✓ Have a goal & know all the component requirements

✓ Keep a journal/log to help you learn from successes/mis-
takes

✓ Balance the use of “easy” and “hard” tracks in training. 
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Dobermans are Their Owners!
By Bonnie Wittrock

I have heard it said by some of the top trainers in the country 
that the biggest problem with Dobermans are the people who 
own them. I first heard it at Gene England’s and after hearing 
that point I really started to pay attention to the reality of the 
statement. Keeping this in mind when evaluating people that 
call me for training advice has shown me that, more times 
than not, that statement is true to any problem dog as well as 
any breed. 

I would say that over half of the people I talk to are having 
problems with their Dobermans due to the fact that they 
treat the dogs like people and put way too much stock into 
the dog’s feelings. Not that I am suggesting that we be abu-
sive to our dogs but they do have their place and it is not on 
an equal plane with people. They don’t have to be equal for us 
to love them. 

People who have problems with their dogs almost always 
take responsibility for everything the dog does. They give no 
responsibility to the dog thus setting the dog up to feel more 
important than he should. Phrases like “my baby”, “my boy” 
“sweetie” etc are good clues that the dog has very little respon-
sibility and the owner plans everything for the dog’s comfort. 

Once the dog and owner get out of the car and start to ap-
proach there is always clue #2. The dog has no regard for the 
owner’s body or safety. The dog is typically pulling so hard 
that it is impossible for the owner to control him especially 
when the owner is so concerned they are going to choke their 
little sweetie. Another problem is the dog is jumping up on 
the owner and raking their toenails down the full length of 
the owner’s body. The owner usually is mildly asking the dog 
to calm down and petting them trying to calm them down. 
The entire time the owner is actually praising and reward-
ing the negative behavior. Instead of putting the dog into 
some kind of a responsibility position, such as sit or down, 
the owner tries to take all the responsibility for the dog, his 
comfort or his desires. 

Obedience training is simply giving the dog some responsi-
bility. That is not a bad thing. Actually the dog will be much 
happier in the long run as it will allow him to be with his owner 
more, and for the dog that is the ultimate goal. Consider the 
owner that stays home so the dog doesn’t have to be alone, 
goes home early from a social function because of worry about 
the dog being alone or someone that arranges their life so 
the dog is more comfortable even at the expense of their own 
comfort. These are all people behaviors that dogs are very good 
at manipulating for their own pleasure and desires. Doberman 
owners seem to be of the personality that tends more towards 
catering to the comfort of their pets. Dobermans are a breed 
that is more than willing to be catered to and it seems their 
life goal is just that. These people behaviors are not in the 
best interest of your dog. Dobermans are naturally needy and 
Doberman people often cater to that neediness. 

If you go to any dog event and just watch people with their 
dogs you will soon be able to see the consistent behaviors 
between dogs and people. Dogs who are given some respon-
sibility through training will always be easier to control and 
be more of a pleasure to be around. People have a tendency to 
put their dogs comfort ahead of theirs and that just shouldn’t 
be. It’s not good for the dog or for the people. 

All of the behavior problems that become life threatening to 
the dog; like aggression, temperament flare ups, over pas-
siveness, territorial behaviors, too pushy, and what I call snot 
behaviors all come because the dog does not know his place. 
These types of owners always make excuses for the dog be-
havior. I have said it before and will say it again. “An excellent 
temperament that is well socialized and properly trained does 
not need excuses made for it. Ever! “ 

If you have a dog that is literally running your life and your 
environment must constantly be changed to accommodate 
the dog you should seriously consider that you may be guilty 
of catering to the dog’s desires way too much. Please notice 
I said ‘desires‘  not ‘needs‘. This behavior is absolutely killing 
the dog with kindness. And your dog will hit the point that 
you cannot handle the behavior any longer or the behaviors 
become dangerous to you or others. When you have a dog like 
this your choices become limited and one choice is to get rid of 
the dog. This is not always possible because who wants to take 
a dog that is unruly or dangerous. So getting rid of the dog may 
mean either put them to sleep or placing them with a trainer 
to try and help bring the dog to a point that he can be safely 
placed. Few will place the dog with a trainer because who wants 
to spend money on a dog they are fed up with and want to get 
rid of so putting the dog to sleep soon becomes the only re-
sponsible answer. Unfortunately too many are not responsible 
and take the dog to a shelter or give them to rescue without 
informing the new owners about the problems with the dog. 
That is not fair to anyone who may come into the path of a dog 
like this and the way today’s laws are you are putting yourself 
into a real legal minefield knowing you have a dangerous dog 
and not giving that information to the new owner. 

If your dog is unruly and difficult to live with then you MUST 
look back at yourself and your lifestyle with the dog and make 
some changes to start down a path that will be good for both 
of you. 

How do you avoid getting to this point? When the puppy is 
little you evaluate how much freedom and excuses you are go-
ing to make for the pup. You give the dog responsibility right 
from the start. You take the puppy to Puppy Kindergarten, 
beginner obedience and keep going until you feel you are on 
the right road to a successful adulthood. Other behaviors to 
watch for and deal with are: 

1.  Don’t allow your puppy to pull on the leash and be 
unruly. They don’t always have to heel but they can walk 
on a leash without pulling you over. A light pop on the 
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leash with a “don’t pull” command will soon get the point 
across. Do basic obedience such as sit, down, stay. It 
shouldn’t be slam jerk but motivated with food or toy. 

 Firmness with compassion but enough firmness to let 
the dog know this is not a request and that you expect 
you desires to be followed. Be careful not to over correct 
but use enough force to be clear. 

2.  Don’t allow the dog to lay on top of you or hard against 
you. 

3.  Don’t let the dog crowd the door when you are opening 
it. Make the dog step back and give you room to open the 
door. 

4.  Don’t allow the dog to sleep on the bed with you. I know, 
I know, I almost heard the sighs. 

 Don’t forget that praising the dog for the behaviors you 
want is a must and you shouldn’t be looking just for 
dominant behaviors but evaluating all behaviors and 
making note of whether you should be praising the dog 
for some of them. If in your evaluation of a behavior 
you are not sure if you should correct it, ask yourself, “is 
the dog right or wrong?” If the dog is wrong, correct it. 
Level of correction is appropriate to the wrong behavior. 

Remember if a dog continually makes a mistake once 
they understand what it is they are doing wrong they are 
basically telling you the last correction was not enough 
to make me change. 

 Basic obedience is the best tool to be in control of the dog 
subtly. If you start your obedience fairly young, at 8 weeks or 
so, you can instill your dominance to the dog without making 
a huge issue of it. Purely through contact and training you 
can instill in the dog he is subordinate to you. In the same 
way a dog became unruly without you noticing it you can lead 
the dog down the path of obedience and good dog behaviors 
without him noticing. 

If you have a problem dog don’t go into denial and claim it is 
absolutely nothing you did. Don’t think it must be the breed, 
or it must be the breeder, or it must be the dog’s sire, or it 
must be the dog’s dam, or that dog in the 4th generation 
was known to be this way etc. etc. etc. That’s just BS and you 
know it. Don’t make excuses!

99 times out of 100 it is the owner!

Bonnie	Wittrock	-	Wittrock	Dobermans	
Bonnie	Wittrock’s	Dog	Training	Center	McMinnville,	Oregon	
www.wittrockdobermans.com   

UDC Member Clubs Effective	April	6,	2011
CENTRAL TEXAS 
DOBERMAN CLUB
IRINA SASU
2800 Perry Lane
Austin, TX 78731
(h) (512) 458-1818
rhapsodydobes@earthlink.net

fREE STATE WORKING 
DOBERMAN CLUB
MARY CHRUSCIEL
6972 Eylers Valley Flint Road
Sabillasville, MD 21780
(301)873-3536
metaldog@erols.com
www.freestatedoberman.com

MID-CENTRAL WORKING
DOBERMANS CLUB
SUZAN SHIPP
501 NE US Highway 50
Warrensburg, MO 64093
(816) 565-0210
Dobes107@yahoo.com

MID-SOUTH WORKING
DOBERMAN CLUB
CARMA CLEVELAND
12211 Monterey Rd.
Collierville, TN 38017
(901) 854-4268
gsdobe@bellsouth.net

NEW ENGLAND WORKING
DOBERMANS
NAZARENE MONDELLO
256 Moss Hill Road
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
(h) (617) 522-0253
alisandro1@aol.com

REDWOOD WORKING
DOBERMANN CLUB
LORNA O’CONNOR
3163 Juniper Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95407
(707) 544-6371
info@incrediblecanine.com

SPORT DOBERMAN CLUB
Of COLORADO
JOANNAH DAVIS
915 E. 23rd Avenue
Denver, CO 80205-5110
(303) 861-7613
cobiabja@hotmail.com

SANDI ATKINSON
9845 Sand Cherry Way
Highland Ranch, CO 80129
(303) 471-6266

TOTAL DOBERMAN
ASSOCIATION
TERRI CLARY
358 E. Pecan Tree Road
Waxahachie, TX 75165
(h) (972) 904-3141
(w) (972) 904-3141
dobergoat@gmail.com

TRI-STATE DOBERMAN
CLUB
RAY CARLISLE
P. O. Box 203
Spring Valley, NY 10977
(845) 352-6300 Office
(845) 987-2357 Home
(914) 393-0166 Cell
(845) 352-0067 Fax
Caradobe@aol.com

MERYL WINNIE
896 West Duane Lake Road
Duanesburg, NY 12056-2706
(518) 895-2385 Home
(518) 459-1128 Office
Meryl@arcon.bz
membership@tristate
dobermanclub.com
www.totaldoberman.com
www.tristatedobermanclub.com

VERMONT TOTAL
DOBERMAN CLUB
TRACI MULLIGAN
P. O. Box 71
Arlington, VT 05250
(h) (802) 375-6121
traci@rebholzerdobermans.com

ELLEN DECHIRO
112 Deepkill Rd.
Troy, NY 12180
(518) 788-2829
Dirkster16@yahoo.com

WORKING DOBERMANS
Of THE CAROLINAS
CHRIS RASMUSSEN
10117 Old Roxboro Road
Bahama, NC 27503
(h) (919) 477-7932
(w) (919) 541-6775
President@workingdobermans
ofthecarolinas.com
www.workingdobermansof
thecarolinas.com
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A Layman’s Explanation of the PDK4 Mutation Implicated 
in Doberman Cardiomyopathy
by	Linda	Kurz,	Ph.D.	Associate	Professor	Emeritus	of	
Biochemistry	and	Molecular	Biophysics,	Washington	University	
School	of	Medicine,	St.	Louis,	MO.

I have had some not too friendly email correspondence with 
a prominent Doberman breeder/journalist concerning his ar-
ticle1 on the subject in a Doberman breed magazine. The crux 
of our disagreement is summed up in his own words: 

“I think you grossly overestimate the number of 
Doberman people who care about the biochemistry. I 
have been involved for 45 years and I know Doberman 
people at the grass roots and the majority think that 
a mutation is something that only happens to Ninja 
Turtles! While mechanics care about the engine of a car 
the average driver does not until it breaks down. Even 
then the average driver doesn’t care to understand the 
intricacies of what caused it to break down and just 
wants it fixed. I think you, as a biochemist, are the expert 
who cares much more about the inner workings than the 
Doberman people who just want it fixed.”

Later he said:

“Actually, all the biochemistry of this mutation is a throw-
away for most dog people and I know you realize what you 
have written to me could not be used in a breed magazine. 
The average reader of dog magazines does not care.”

I disagree. All Doberman people with whom I have discussed 
this issue deny that they do not “care”. I have taught students 
for 35 years. I know how hard it is to simplify without get-
ting it wrong, but I also know that it CAN be done. In fact, 
it is easier to write for Doberman owners because they are 
more medically literate than the general public. This is a sad 
consequence of the fact that our breed suffers from a num-
ber of health problems. You, the reader, can tell me if you do 
not care or cannot understand my layman’s explanation; I 
recently received correspondence from Dr. Meurs in which 
she thanked me for taking on this challenge. 

The PDK4 mutation: pyruvate dehydrogenase kinase 4 (pdk4)

The enzyme missing in positive homozygous Dobermans 
and present in lowered quantities in positive heterozygous 
Dobermans is not just a simple protein and has nothing to 
do with a nutritional protein deficiency. While the missing 
enzyme is involved in energy pathways in the heart, it is not 
directly involved in energy production. Pdk4 is one of several 
enzymes that REGULATE energy use in tissues. In the heart, 
most of the energy comes from a small, non-protein molecule 
called acetyl-CoA. Acetyl-CoA is an energy-bearing molecule 
that eventually is converted to the energy-carrying molecule, 
ATP. (You probably recall learning about ATP in high school 
biology.) The energy factories in cells are mitochondria. 
Acetyl-CoA that is produced in the cytoplasm of the cell must 
be transported into the mitochondria to be used. 

There are two sources of acetyl-CoA. One comes from fatty 
acids and the other is produced from glucose. The enzyme 
providing the acetyl-CoA from glucose that is transported into 
the heart’s energy factories (mitochondria) is pyruvate dehy-
drogenase. This is the “pd” part of the name of the mutation. 
The end product of GLUCOSE metabolism is acetyl-CoA but 
the adult heart usually uses mostly fatty acids for energy, since 
these are more directly and easily converted to acetyl-CoA. So 
the heart cell gets glucose and fatty acids from the bloodstream 
and converts both to acetyl CoA that is transported into the 
mitochondrial energy factories. (Only in the neonatal heart is 
glucose the major source of energy of the heart.) 

Pyruvate dehydrogenase activity (how fast it produces 
acetyl-CoA) is REGULATED by two other enzymes that put a 
phosphate group on the protein or remove it. This enzyme is 
the “k” or “kinase” part of the name of mutation; kinases are 
enzymes that put a phosphate on particular sites of another 
protein. This action of pdk4 inhibits pyruvate dehydrogenase-
catalyzed conversion of glucose to acetyl-CoA (There is a 
separate phosphatase enzyme that removes the phosphate to 
allow pyruvate dehydrogenase to become active again.) So in 
the absence of pdk4, we have a potential runaway pathway. 
It is not always desirable to produce more energy molecules 
than can be used. Imagine pumping gas onto the ground be-
cause your car’s tank is already full. Bad things can happen.

Without pdk4, glucose is going into the heart and is con-
verted to acetyl-CoA in a potentially runaway manner. We 
know that this is bad for a couple of reasons. First of all, mice 
with a knock-out mutation (cannot make any pdk4 at all) 
die shortly after birth. Secondly, in a diabetic where there is 
too much glucose getting to the heart, the body cranks up 
the amount of pdk4 to keep pyruvate dehydrogenase in turn 
from cranking out too much of the mitochondrial energy 
molecule acetyl-CoA. Exactly what happens inside the mito-
chondria when there is too much fuel is not known. Maybe it 
gets broken down because it can’t be used in productive ways 
and generates toxins that end up destroying the mitochon-
dria. Dr. Meurs reports destruction of mitochondria in DCM 
hearts. The exact details of how this runaway pathway leads 
to mitochondrial disruption is under active investigation by 
Dr. Meurs (confirmed by her). 

There is another complication. The reason that there is a 4 on 
the name of the enzyme is that there are 3 other forms of the 
enzyme --these are called isozymes. In the heart, the main one 
present is isozyme 4 (pdk4) but there are small amounts of 
the others (pdk3, etc.). In skeletal muscle tissue, pdk4 is also 
the major enzyme regulating this pathway and I had asked Dr. 
Meurs in the Webinar2(and in later short conversations) exact-
ly what this might mean. She noted that many DCM patients 
in congestive heart failure had wasted skeletal muscle and she 
was actively investigating whether a pdk4 deficiency in skeletal 
muscle might have a more general role in this muscle wast-
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ing rather than it just being a consequence of the poor heart 
function of these dogs. So while it is true that the mutation 
causes a protein deficiency, it is really a deficiency of only one 
of the many proteins present. Talking about a general protein 
deficiency is an oversimplification and not correct. 

Another part of the story is the nature of the mutation that 
LEADS to deficiency in the regulatory enzyme pdk4. It is 
not simply having or not having the gene for the enzyme. It 
is a splice mutation somewhat similar to that causing vWD. 
The mistake is not in the DNA for the enzyme itself but in 
the sequence that controls how distant pieces of the code 
are stitched together to make the whole sequence (splicing). 
Splice mutations are leaky and a very small amount of pdk4 
is probably made even in homozygous positive animals. 
Similarly, a small amount of VW factor is made in homozy-
gous affected vWD dogs3. Is the small amount of pdk4 that 
leaks enough? It seems that it is for some part of a dog’s life, 
or, like the knock-out mice, they would die shortly after birth. 

The genetics of the inheritance of this mutation has been 
discussed previously and can be found on the UDC website in 
an article explaining the consequences of a dominant mutation 
with incomplete penetrance. Incomplete penetrance is a com-
mon and real phenomenon --not merely an excuse for breeders 
to use. There is a real life example for Dobermans in the so-
called Dutch eye disease, PHPV/PHTVL. In this disease there 
is also variable penetrance of a dominant mutation. This has 
been indicated by breeding studies. Half the puppies of a dog 
carrying only one copy of the defect CAN be blind or produce 
blind puppies and those dogs might have only one tiny spot, 
only a small amount of penetrance. Further, there might be 
blind puppies in one litter and none in another with a different 
mate. Clearly, unknown factors affect the amount of pen-
etrance --how much the bad gene affects the dog is penetrance. 
In some European countries where there is a lot of this muta-
tion, breeders have taken to breeding animals with low grades 
of penetrance4. In the case of DCM, a breeder could argue that 
his heterozygous or homozygous dog has a pedigree filled with 
long-lived dogs and that therefore he could breed this dog with 
the risk that enough modifier genes are present that his get 
will not develop the disease till very old age or not at all5. Of 
course, I probably would not buy such a puppy but I can see 
that this argument has some validity. It can help us breed away 
this mutation altogether while not totally compromising other 
breeding goals. This is similar to the situation with vWD where 
many excellent dogs are now available that are free of this de-
fect. The difference is that vWD is almost never a fatal disease 
while DCM frequently kills dogs.

Many diseases in both humans and canines have their ori-
gin in, or are significantly affected by, mutations in parts of 
the DNA code that do not directly code for proteins. These 
stretches of code used to be called “junk” DNA but we now real-
ize that they are far from junk and in many cases contain the 
recipe for constructing the protein from separated pieces of the 
code (splice instructions) or contain instructions (regulatory 
sequences) for cranking up or down production of the protein 
depending on the demands on the organism, nutritional or 

other environmental demands. With this complication, the 
timing or amount of expression of a deleterious mutation 
can be variable. This is probably what underlies incomplete 
penetrance. Yet with the knowledge of a deleterious mutation 
in such splice or regulation sequences we are still obligated to 
try to eliminate it from the breed. No matter how many “good” 
modifier genes are present there is still the possibility that at 
some point the mutation will surface and kill the dog. We don’t 
know what these good modifier genes are nor how to make 
sure they are present in our breeding programs.

While it is clear from increased testing that there is at least 
one other genetic defect leading to DCM, it is also clear that 
the statistical evidence is sound and that Dr. Meurs is cor-
rect in concluding that the pdk4 defect is the cause in a large 
number of cases. Dr. Wess, a prominent European cardiolo-
gist, has announced that he has already found another muta-
tion. He promises that he will release his “other” mutation 
and give us another genetic test. We hope sincerely that 
this is soon. Of course, Dr. Meurs is also working on finding 
whether there is another common mutation and is collecting 
samples from pdk4 negative dogs with a diagnosis of DCM. 

Having had 8 of my own dogs die of or with DCM, I believe 
we have to use every tool at our disposal to eliminate this ter-
rible disease and to be absolutely transparent in our dealings 
with puppy buyers. Those who do not test (or test and do not 
tell) are not acting in the best interests of our breed. While 
longevity is the bottom line, and a hetero or homozygous dog 
might have a pedigree filled with long-lived dogs, it is still in 
our control to eliminate this mutation from our dogs. Sooner 
or latter it will compromise their longevity and well-being. 

References and for further information:

1 Humphries, Rod “European Team Claims Second DCM 
Mutation is Imminent” in The	Doberman	Pinscher	Magazine, 
December 2010, p. 19-27

2 See following URL for a video of Dr. Meur’s talk: http://
www.vetmed.wsu.edu/deptsVCGL/video/index.aspx

3 Brewer George J. “DNA Studies in Doberman von 
Willebrand’s Disease” This article has a very nice discussion 
of splice mutations. There are several other useful articles 
on the Vetgen site. http://www.vetgen.com/canine-ref-
vwd.html 

4 Ihantola, Mervi “Doberman Eye Disease” at: http://united-
dobermanclub.com/breed/Doberman_Eye_Diseases.pdf 
A google search will find several references to the original 
articles by Stades et al. 

5 Kurz, Linda: A discussion of the heritance of DCM based on 
Dr. Meurs original paper is found at: http://www.united-
dobermanclub.com/breed/Health%20Committee%20
Report%20on%20the%20genetics%20of%20DCM%20
5-08.pdf 

This was written before the mutation was discovered and 
outlines a breeding strategy for a dominant mutation with 
incomplete penetrance in the absence of a genetic test.  
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OWNER’S LAST NAME (please print)             FIRST NAME                MI

ADDRESS

CITY                STATE/PROV. CODE

PHONE                EMAIL

PERSONAL WEBSITE ADDRESS

DOG’S FULL NAME

AKC REG. #               CKC REG. #        

_____ Registration certificate (AKC, CKC, or foreign).

_____ Pedigree (preferably 3 generations) for this dog.

_____ Health documents (OFA certificate, vWD DNA result letter,

           CERF certificate, Michigan Thyroid Test Results, etc.)

_____ Evidence documenting all titles, championships, temperament

            evaluations, etc.

_____ A check for $40 US dollars payable to UDC.

Dog Registration & Scorebook Application
NON-UDC REGISTERED DOGS MAY ENTER THE NATIONAL EVENTS (not Breed Survey), BUT THEY WILL BE CHARGED A

HIGHER ENTRY FEE. IT IS TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO REGISTER YOUR DOG.

Apply early. It takes six weeks to process applications. Upon submission of all information, a Registry Certificate, Pedigree, and Record Book
will be issued. The Record Book should be submitted at all trials and shows in which the dog is entered, and updated regularly.

• To register your dog, complete the following UDC Individual Doberman Registration & Scorebook Application. Please sign and
initial each line as you add materials to a large envelope. Questions will be answered by Linda Kurz 

via email at Registry@uniteddobermanclub.com, or telephone (636) 629-4553.

• Mail directly to: UDC Registry c/o Linda Kurz, 3640 Yellow Dog Road, St. Louis, MO 63060
 Home Telephone: (636) 629-4553
 UDC Registry email address: registry@uniteddobermanclub.com

OTHER REG. #               COLOR       SEX

DATE WHELPED               COUNTRY OF BIRTH

TATTOO #                MICROCHIP #

BREEDER

DOCUMENTED HEALTH INFORMATION

DOCUMENTED TITLES

I,     , certify that I have 

enclosed copies of the correct: 
SIGNATURE

Join the UDC
Mail this application with the appropriate dues (in US currency and made 
payable to United Doberman Club) to: UDC Membership Secretary, 
114 Chicksaw Place, Jacksonville, AR 72076

�  I am interested in joining a UDC Member Club in my area.

LAST NAME (please print)              FIRST NAME          MI

ADDRESS

CITY                STATE/PROV. CODE

KENNEL NAME

OCCUPATION                WEBSITE

PHONE (RES)                (WK)

FAX                                    EMAIL        

PLEASE LIST ALL DOG CLUB AFFILIATIONS:

LOCAL

NATIONAL - INTERNATIONAL

LIST DOBERMAN-RELATED INTERESTS

CATEGORIES OF MEMBERSHIP: (Check the appropriate box)
� $50 Individual (age18 and over)
� $65 Family
� $30 Junior (under age 18)

� $65 International Individual
� $80 International Family
� $30 International Junior

All clubs with five or more members must also submit a copy of their constitution and bylaws
as well as a list of names and addresses of officers. “Individual” and “Family” dues apply to
the United States, Canada and Mexico. “International” dues apply to all other countries.

METHOD OF PAYMENT:   � Check enclosed    � Visa    � Mastercard

CARD #        EXP. DATE SIGNATURE

SIGNATURE OF SPONSOR (UDC member in good standing)             DATE

The above signature indicates that the member applicant has read and subcribes to the United Doberman Club Code of Ethics



UDC SAR Dogs

Porter at Paul True’s grave

Swift Run’s Warrior
CGC BH RN HRD Certified/ NAPWDA 
(North American Police Work Dog 
Association)
DOB 3/16/08
Thyroid normal, Echo/holter 
clear, PDK4 negative, CERF, Hips 
& Elbows pending 2/11
Asti vom Rubenhof IPO1,WD1 x 
Swift Run’s Magnum Enforcer BH

Trainer/Owner: Bonnie Guzman, Denver, CO 
Phone: 303-733-4220    Email: bonefinder@comcast.net

FROM THE CRADLE……

TO THE GRAVE……

Specialized in Historic Human 
Remains Detection (cemeteries, cold 
case skeletal, archeological)




