
Anyone who has had the benefi t of watching or working with 
great Doberman trainers would notice the importance of 
promoting and increasing focus to prey. Th ese great trainers 
were successful because of their consideration to our breed. 
Our greatest misfortunate is that for one reason or another 
we have lost these references. Doberman trainers and han-
dlers of the past had the dedication needed to learn about the 
strengths and the weaknesses of the breed and trained accord-
ingly. It was clear to them, the Doberman’s strong aggression/
defense based impulses warranted a diff erent way of training. 
Th ey understood, when these drives are inappropriately culti-
vated, very hectic mannerisms were created. Defensive man-
nerisms were countered by promoting strong prey in training. 
Even with our breeding changes today, this type of training 
still holds true. As Doberman trainers we need to be aware 
that neutralization training techniques are required because 
of the aggression/defense qualities of the terrier, mastiff  and 
hunting breeds. Classical training methods used to train 
dogs in the sport do not address these concerns. 

None of the groups which were used to breed the Doberman 
possessed the strong independent prey drive that is found in 
the herding dog. All of the groups that contributed to produc-
ing the Doberman were strongly infl uenced by aggression/de-
fense. It is an aspect of the Doberman that needs to be ad-
dressed in training- tracking, obedience and PROTECTION! 
Th e protection phase requires helper work that is able to in-
duce strong social behaviors stemming from prey. Prey presen-
tation must be provided in such a way to induce “POUNCE”. 

Th is balance is a concern very particular to the Doberman. In 
training tracking and obedience, prey is important to neutral-
ize the Doberman to willingly accept decreasing of space to the 
handler and to maintain reliability while increasing distance 
from the handler. 

Unfortunately today, in training circles, training required to 
provide our breed with success, is not always appreciated. 
Whether because of lack of consideration or knowledge our 
breed continues to be misunderstood. Th ese changes in train-
ing are needed to make our breed successful, it is not a handi-
cap. Th e handicap comes from refusal to acknowledge there is 
a diff erence among breeds. It should be made clear; this article 
is not meant to excuse dogs which do not possess the quali-
ties for our sport. If a dog is weak, insecure etc. then it has no 
place in the sport or in a breeding program. Th ere are also non-
herding dogs which perhaps are able to comprehend and are 
successful using the same training methods used for herding 
dogs. But that is not the norm, a successful training method, 
gains acceptance, when it works for the average good dog, not 
the exceptional dog. It becomes heart breaking to continually 
see a Doberman fail or be limited in the working arena due to 
training methods and not because of lack of quality. We need 
to realize the diff erences of our breed and make the changes 
needed.  
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Welcome, Falka
...newly arriving to UDC, from the Netherlands.
We are full of springtime excitement about all her 
captivating charms and promising, young, capabilities.
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$ 5 each Domestic
*2005 & prior issues shipped to the US, Canada & Mexico

See listing of issues and order online at 
uniteddobermanclub.com/market.htm

*Rates for the 1998 3rd Quarter “UDC Nationals” 
Special Issue are $7 Domestic & $10 Foreign

ORDER BACK ISSUES
of FOCUSUDC

$ 7 each Foreign
*2005 & prior issues shipped to International Destinations
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